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Inwardly Ravenous Wolves 

A reflectfon on the political function of the 
new communism" 
By Dr Harald Wessel 



^"^ ^.^ '^^^' *'^^ expression of a wolf in sheep's d, 
,, ing is quite old, Matthew even warned in the 

'^1 lestoment: Guard against false prophets who col 

to you m sheep s clothing; for inwardly they 
-enous wo.es'; Accordingly. cri.inoMntenHor 
have smce trme rmmemorial been camouflaged!, 
the gown of nobfe Ideals and behfnd the mask J 
hum=„„y B„, o„v ,„ our times h=s the wc H 
peZtio'rl^ ^"^ demagogy been brought to extens' 

pulate he opinions of millions with the oid off 
monopolised press, toe-the-line films and the 
called utility radio sets ("Goebbels^ harp"), the w., 
Uke demagogy of the post was put in the shade- H 
presented the most fanatical haters of socialism; th^ 
mo t evH ba.ters of socialists and the most bbod 
murderers of sodaMsts as being ^national sociaiistV 



's Springer a Communist? 

Yet GoebbeJs who perished like a wolf remains^ 
bungler of demagogy, o beginner in the game o^ 
political camouflage and a naive amateur pbarlTee 
compnnson to those opinion manipulators in Ha. 
burg, Bonn and West Berlin who are today condua 

m 




{y their brain-washing campaign. The discoverer of 

m "public utility radio" would turn white with envy 

lir! could see the Bild newspaper and the "BladK 

fJiiinner' television programme in action. He would 

»* filled with wonder if he could see how Kiesinger 

III! Brandt, Springer and Ahlers, as well as the many 

fnnller hacks were concerning themselves with the 

nitpest sympathy for the welfare of socialism, 

I hat is undoubtedly the greatest lie of modern 

hm;s, namely the monstrous fact that those who ore 

i declared mortal enemies of socialism, and who 

\tB proved it thousands of times, should presume 

be its highest judges, that they pose as the 

ifMMrdians of the virtues of socialism, that they want 

*'< school the world as to what real socialism ISj and 

•iKit they act as though nothing were closer to their 

(in-irts than the attractivity of socialism. 

I hey are without doubt the greatest demagogues 

■ f nur time: Heinrich Lubke, in whose concentration 

imps innumerable Communists lost their lives and 

ho is now giving a few encouraging words to the 

I rnocratic Communists in Prague"; the Goebbels 

, .nfjogandist Kiesinger who puts up with those revan- 

iliiNts who would like to conquer a large part of 

I themia and Moravia, but who at the moment Is 

I' ting as though he would gladly give the whole 

'\ r^avario to a "democratic socialist Czechoslovakia"; 

im' wretched Herr Brandt, who welped to eliminate 

ii • teachings of Karl Marx from the Social Democratic 

M[y programme, but who is now publicly proclaiming 

hnre Marxism is allegedly being implemented 

wrongly and where ft is being Implemented correctly; 

u- opinion-maker Springer, who only a matter of 

v^foks ago was agitating pogroms against West Ger- 

fnon students who embraced socialismi and whose 

(per have since the 21st August been shedding 

I >codile tears about the "terrible fate of true social- 

pfi in Czechoslovakia". 






\ 



Hypocrisy Overdone 

Yes, why does Brandt not arrange for the worb 
Marx to be printed en masse? Why does Lubke 
immediatefy repeal the prohibition of the Gernfl 
Communist Party? Why does Kieslnger not stroiai 
away ban the West German neo-Nazi N.P. porty ! 
the gangs of revanchists? Why does Springer not di 
appropriate himself? Why do the West German tel. 
v.sion commentators not demand that the propa^ 
of the West German monopolies become pJbll 

TJ W^'^T^"'*^' ^^^ ^^ '^^ gentlemen in Bor 
It. ^*^;^,b^^9 ^^* begin to proctise socialism who^ 
attractiv.ty ,s allegedly their greatest concern a_0, 
cannot believe one single word that comes h,i 
hese types! One should not even believe some of A 
thmgs that are portly true, because even these « 
subjected to an extremely demagogic concept 
because rndeed, the malice of the wolf is quite 
dently poking out of their sheep's skin 

When one thinks of the events that followed i 
21st August 1968, then one cannot escape the 
pression that Bonn's hypocrisy of socialism has h 
overdone. One asks oneself how malevolent a w( 
which needs so much sheep's clothing must be. O] 
can see that the people in Bonn ore most loath 
me/y hyprocritical of all. because they are the m 
interested in the erosion of socialist power in Czec 
Slovakia, and because they kept the greatest ho 
of conquest. 



fin', are propagated by people who are reputed to 

l.n Marxist philosophers in various parts of the world. 

Ihus the French news agency AFP, for example, 

tf.(K)rted that a philosophy congress held to mark the 

'*.nih birthday of Kar! Marx had come to an end on 

iH^ Yugoslav island of Korcula with a call for a "new 

■ mmunism". "50 philosophers from twelve countries", 

Mong them "Yugoslav, French, Rumanian and Ger- 

in thinkers", had proposed "an anti-imperialist, 

iili^American doctrine free from Soviet and Chinese 

M. umberment." Unfortunately, AFP did not report 

■ >w this wonder ideology, neither meat nor fish, 

.. ]lher cold nor worm, neither red nor white, is sup- 

-%ed to look like. The philosophical islanders ob^ 

.iMJsly did not quite know either. 

What the "new communists" on the Dalmatian 

I'iund were specifically thinking of was betrayed by 

ill.' "German thinker", Iring Fetscher, a professional 

ii-.lorter of Marx^ in a report in Hamburg's Die Zeft 

.' wspaper. Svetozar Stojanovic from Belgrade de- 

nstrated in Korcula that the Soviet Union was not 

-I socialist country, but an "absolutist state". Events 
in Czechoslovakia couSd "lead in the long run to a 
ti-jijvenation of communism". The modest "German 
il, inker" Fetscher presented Herbert Marcuse and 
Must Bloch, who both attended the insular council, 
-r, being the intellectual forerunners of the "new 
i nmmunism". 



Aid from the Islanders 



The hypocnsy of socialism guided by Bonn wo^ 
have been very easy to see through if they had n« 

ofZ:^^"-'° T''^'' *^^'^ ^^9"--*^ -ith theoril 
o new , modern" and "true" socialism and coffl 

cularly strongly over the past few years. These th 
56 



A Vanguard of Youth? 

Ilorbert Marcuse was celebrated in Korcula as a 
iliinker "who controls the vanguard of progressive 
i'luth". Certainly in so far that Marcuse has equipped 
American and West German students with arguments 
mjainst the war of aggression of the U.S.A. in Viet- 
iKim, and again the imperialist manipulation of opi- 
nion, he gained substantial influence over academic 
youth in imperialist countries, But other Marcusian 
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'amZn^ ^"' '^^ "^''"^ Philosopher out of fash 
among his supporters. ' 

Marcuse's theory of spontaneity and his abhorrei 
of every form of discipline, outhority and organ « 
ton. make him o poor adviser. For example TeodJ 
oppositional West Berlin students in the mean ti! 
have remarked that their struggle would fa Mwio" 

cuse. And ,n Pans ,n May another Marcusian the, 



Mdrx's theory on the state and the dictatorship of the 

i'«|i^tariat, for example, would have to be moder- 
I I'd. Karl Marx had hurriedly worked these teach- 
"is out and had not completed them. In this context 
r-dern socialism meant the immediate dismantling 
I ihe power of the socialist state. In Korcula it was 
^iil, wfth reference to locality, "we avow ourselves 
" (lutonomous administration." While Bonn, then, 
I nntralising its state monopoly power and mobilisis- 



was practically refuted, namely the theorv that m , ■ ■ . m ^ . ii u 

working class was no lonqer a sn V h a t """' aggression internally and externally by means 
lution. Millions nf Fr^r.^ t <r>'^'"300ord of revo i ,15 emergency decree constitution, we in the sociol- 
'°^^ °' i^rench workers mad(^ it l^r,^v.,« +u .^ / . . . . . , . , . 



they 



'''^ers made it known thd 
are quite prepared to strike for political q,. 
economic interests and to fight in the streets. 

fhe contradictory structure of thoughts of Herb*, 
Marcuse which is partly iHusionary, and reduced 

o mon" h '." u " '^^--^^-tly encumbered wl 
so many burdens that one can hardly expect on nJl 

Zr '\rr " °= ''^ "-- -mmuS, on 

-: ::!' ^f.!"--- °f ^^--se shows th^f; 



"philosophy" that is ant? 



■imperialist and at the somr 



time ontj.SoviGt must inevrtably suffer collapse be 
cause a ,s mtellectuolly and practically impossible, 



A Hurried Joke 

Now thot "German thinker" sponsored by Bonn Irf 
Fetscher o so paid tribute to Ernst Bioch as o 'na* 
commumst". While Marcuse attacks the exist ng wo^ 
of sociolrsm from the left as it were, Bloch I noi 
opp y,ng at the s.nset of his llfe-^for the po iti^n o ' 
ch,ef Ideologist of West German Social D^mocra 
'■e. from the nght. In May, Bloch held a speediin co 

'"rneUlf^^ ' clear, what we can Lp 

aTrrh V :!^^;^^^^^^J^^"^ Political jokes, 
Bloch advised the Social Democrats that f wi 
wrong to throw Marx overboard. On the con ra' h 
teachings would hove to be token up and mod '^' 
58 
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countries threatened by revanchism should do 
vuy with the state as the organisation for our pro- 
. lion. This presumption is certainly no pious wish 
mI no longer social utopionism, but only intelligible 

a reactionary intention. Such a "new communism" 
Hild amount to the existing world of real socialism 
rnmitting suicide. 



'\fWisers of the Demagogues 

Must Bloch's call for the political suicide of the social- 
jilt countries isi by the way, nothing new. The Austrian 
Ilileologist Ernst Fischer has been propagating similar 
tlM^ses for years. For this reason It is a wonder that 
(hj did not take part in the council of the islanders, 
Hiere he could have once again told that the socialist 
iMte was "alienated" to the interests of the citizens, 

■ KM.l that for this reason "absolute freedom of the 
iH--ss" and "political pluralism" were necessary to 
I Miiove this "alienation". But Fischer at that time had 

omethmg more important to do: He was giving 
Itcimburg's Spiegel magazine instructions on termino- 
li.gy. 

Ernst Fischer called on West German journalists to 
iM)t, for Heaven's sake, talk of "a disintegration of 

■ nmmunlsm", as some people might have said in the 
lA/est, ond also not of "creeping counter-revolution", 

i-i was being talked of in the East, One could only 
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Ssf Renlhl- '''''°''"^"* '^ *'^^ Czechoslovak &, 
Te moke r« ' °? °"\°^ "-forming communis, 
le make It qu.te clear: Ernst Fischer gave the wob 
m sheep's clothing suggestions as to how t ey col 

n h,s bfathenng he objective political function/ 
the slogans of the "new communism" 

At the council of islanders there was, opart fro. 
F,3dier. onother "friend of wisdom" miss ng a p 

mT -^'w ^"'^*"°' ^'^P-^nce in the •■ne^co 
mun,sm : We mean ivan Svitak. He has also for yeo 

fns^ein^r ■''" ^""'"'^^'^^ °^ olienation"'1 
nstead of helpmg m a concrete and constructive w, 

Itlr °^f ""'"' democracy in Czechoslovakia 
o creSV^'T' ociministrotive work accordi 
to sc,ent,ftc pnnciples. to enable the people to tal 
part m government and to encourage them th 

against the party and the state. He demanded t 
free spontaneous activity of the masses, who will n, 
longer allow themselves to be directed by the pa 
and the state apparatus." And Svitak did not ^a 

XluTof n"'-"p^/T "°'^*'^ °9o he founded t 

Club of Non-Party Activists" as the "nucleus of oppj 

sition outside of the Notional Front". ^ 

A Cry for Bfood * 

The course of Ivan Svitdk from being a preacher ot 
the new communism" to becoming the o^an^e i 
oppos-t,on against the party and th'e state, To be^::' 
ing an out-and-out counter-revolutionary, mokes It 

about th'- "'"°""* - W^o- service^' the di^ 
about the new communism" is: The hypocrites aJd 
cold-war mongers, who would like to drown our deve 
opmg new world in blood. In the meantime Si 
has found his way to the U.S.A. PreWouily he ho 
caHed or armed struggle against sincere communi^, 
agamst the leadership of the Communist Party of 
60 
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•thoslovakia and against the allied socialist 

■iintries. This is the macabre result of one who 

Miled to find a "new communism". 

lint we shall remain loyal to Marx, Engels and 

iiin and to the decisions of our Party which have 

•n scientifically-founded and confirmed in practice. 

• confront all the new development problems in 

n society and in international politics. Where Marx, 

Hi|(Dls and Lenin can give us no direct answer, we try 

lind it in their spirit, and this we do collectively, 

.n.tructively, critically, creatively, practically and 

Jhout dogmatic trappings, but neverthesless with 

III principles. Every day we apply scientific socialism 

•II 'W. For this reason we do not need a "new com- 

Minism", and least of all a "new communism" which 

ivcs the declared mortal enemies of our world, the 

nlitional anti-communists, as camouflage for their 

tnagogy, as a mask of modernity and ipso focfo 

. (I delightful playground for wolf-like Intentions. 

(Irom Neues Deutschiand, Berlin, of 5th September 
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The Position of the Workers 
in the Class Struggle between 
Socialism and Imperialism 

From the speech by Herbert Warnke, Member of |^ 

Sal I. fr^'o °^ '^' ^"'^*^°' Committee of H 
Socal.st Unity Party of Germany (S.E.D.) and Cti 
man of the Notional Executive of'the ConfederaSr 
Free German Trade Unions (F.D.G.B.) at the XXV 
German Workers' Conference on September 7 1 

This Workers' Conference has a special and gr 
s,gn,f,cance; for it gives representatives of wo'r 

wtt R ?• T"'''' ^^^"^ '^^ ^^° G^^-°n States c 
We t Berhn the opportunity at the right time of q 
fernng on the position of the working class ir, 
complicated situation of doss struggle betwl 
soaal.sm and imperialism, and of drawing the nec« 
sary conclusion for further struggle from this. 

The True Intentions of the Imperialists 

Let's call a spade a spade, cs is usual amoife 

day ,n and day out, in West Germany? They ore real 
expected to believe that it was simply and purely! 
question ,n Czechoslovakia of correcting the mistob 
of the past and that we wanted to prevent this S 
these are infamous lies. The Communist and Workel 
fh r n^^, n 9°^«''"'^^"ts of the Soviet Unil 

p1 W 'i^t^'S^'^'^ ^^P^'^"^ of Bulgaria. Peopl^, 
Poland and the Hungarian People's Republic haw 
unequ,voca ly declared that it was necessary in X 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic to correct mista , 
and weaknesses, to strengthen the socialist state 
power, to extend socialist democracy and to furtht, 
develop the economy in the interests of increasing th. 
living standard of the working people. But the im 
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'lirts were not concerned with this, with the 
■iigthening of socialism in Czechoslovakia. They 
lo concerned with something quite different: 
i lom the abundance of evidence exposing the true 
'■■ntions of imperialism, I would like to mention 

■ !.•• following here: 
I ike Hitler in his book Main Kampf (My Struggle), 

i- Chairman of the West German Christian Social 
"iiion Party and strong-man in Bonn, Franz Josef 
■•iMiuss, laid down the strategic conception of West 
• 'i-iman imperialism for penetrating the socialist 

■ ■■iintries of Europe in his book Entwurf fur Europa 
(i'-'sign for Europe). To cite Strauss, for him it was 
H question of a capitalist Europe which "stretches from 
ilii' Atlantic to the River Bug and to the Black Sao." 

Mut more. Herr Strauss is not exactly reserved in 

llir presentation of bis real plans. Vi/Ith a consider- 

iiMo amount of frankness he wrote in the English 

■ iition of his book (entitled The Grand Design-ed.) 

1 1' 1 1: the best method "of rapprochement" was that of 

I'ftening up and breaking open the communist 

iiipire from inside." And a final quote from the same 

I" ok. Strauss wrote that Bonn's policy would have to 

\'<- directed at promoting "a development recogniz- 

■ it)le in its very beginning" in some east European 
"untries and "of bringing it to the point of no 

(i-(urn." So much for this quote. 

Ihe purpose of the deliberations of Cierno, of 
llintislava, and of the helpful military action taken 
Ity the allied socialist states on 21st August, and also 

■ >I the consultations between representatives of the 
I I.S.S.R. and Czechoslovakia in Moscow, was precisely 
I" prevent the aim Herr Strauss was striving for from 
(n-'ing realised. 

Do the statements of Franz Josef Strauss, which 1 
Imve mentioned, only relate to his private opinion? Is 
It just a question of a number of especially aggressive 
mades by an individual? No, it is a question of the 

■ Ificial policy of West German imperialism and its 
uuvernment under Kiesinger, Strauss end Brandt. 
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Can one therefore envisage the events in Czechs 
Slovakia in isolation from the great class struggle thi 
is taking place m Europe and on a world-wide scale 
No, for whoever does that is not looking behind t|i 
scenes and does not get to the crux of the matter, 

Thfs is the crux of the matter: The power of t|i| 

sociaHst states and their political, economic an* 

military strength make it currently seem advisabl. 

even to the most aggressive sections of the W«» 

German monopoly bourgeoisie not to burn th|(i 

fingers m a military frontal attack against the Germn 

Democratic Republic and the other socialist stoto:, 

But this has not made them give up their aim, th» 

expansion of monopoly rule. The have merely changi 

their tactics and believed (v/ith a nuclear-armed Bun 

deswehr in the background) that they could penstral 

the socialist countries with their "new eastern polij 

and with slogans of "liberaiisation" and "democrcp 

socialism", that they could divide these countries ail 

break one country after another away from the social 

ist community. 

The Basic Truth of Our Times 

We shall never go wrong in our assessment of tl 
situation and shall always find the correct point 
view when we proceed from the basic truth of oi 
times: We are living in an epoch of transition frojjl 
capitalism to socialism. In Europe and in Germa|| 
today the two great class forces, socialism and imp! 
Holism, confront each other in embittered struggle.^; 

We know that mony workers and champions #| 
peace in West Germany find it difficult to see throu; 
the campaign of slander, falsification and anti-coi 
munist hatred, which has once again reached j 
climax, and to distinguish between truth and lies. 

As always \n times of hard class struggle, thoil 
people were and are well-advised who keep to tljl 
golden rule left to us by August Bebeh When r^ 
enemies praise me, then I have done something wronf, 
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II we measure the events of the post few weeks 

■ i months with this one, but sure, yardstick, then it 
aiid be clear to every worker and socialist: 

lip until 20th August the gentlemen in Bonn were 
loicing at developments in the Czechoslovak So- 
ilist Republic. The situation was a bad one, then, 
. the socialist order in this country, and for Euro- 

■ in peace. Indeed, day by day the anti-socialist and 
„,nter-revolutionary forces outside and inside Cze- 

h.rJovakia became more impudent and active. In 
-rhoslovakia they were already taking part in the 

■ icise of power, were represented by a number of 
MiiisterSi already controlled television, radio and the 
. .'ss. brought more and more people into confusion, 
mil orientated an especially large section of youth 
M the road to counter-revolution. They hoped within 
p -Jiort time to take over complete power. 

I should like to recall some words of Klement Gott- 

lid, the first President of socialist Czechoslovakia, 

Ku is known and highly respected by us all. It was 

the Congress of Shop Committees on 22nd Febru- 

iiy 1948 in Prague when he declared that reactionary 

f.M^:es were attempting "to destroy the people's 

i-fnocracy and to restore capitalism and a Munich 

.iination. Indeed, the present mischief-makers are 

iiying to return to the year 1920, to form an anti- 

i.i.pulor government and to destroy step by step the 

Jiievements of our revolution and of our post-war 

instruction effort. This would in the long run have 

^M.^nnt once again handing over the nationalised 

fnrtorles to the capitalists." 

And I should like to quote still something else from 
ihi-> important speech. At that time, 20 years ago, 
Hf'ment Gottwald stated, "Our own reaction does 
imi stop at anything. To obtain the assistance of 
luroign reaction it is even prepared to tear apart our 
Jliance with the Soviet Union and the other.,, 
njrjtes, to allow the resurgence of German impe- 
diilfsm and even to take part in a new Munich in the 
1 tine of their class interests." 
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That was said 20 years nnr> R,.* l ■ 



i-.<::ow. The Springer press people ore shouting 
loudly because the times of 1938 and 1939 have 

w past. 

I l'«w is it that we have now had peace for 23 years 2 
iMit is the reason for Europe and the peoples of this 
■iiinent having lived through the longest period 
' poace in this century? 



to fall prey; indeed 3rend.T. f .f °"^ "^^^ '*! ' '"^^^^ '" '^'^^ ^^^ury? '^ ■""^"^ ^'^""" 

against which Klement Gottwo Id had warned ^ui ", l^'^ ^°u ."'""^^ "^^^ '" ^^^^ ^^ ^3 years 
as 20 years ago. Thus the great a^1evr..''%'11 \ '^^ ^°"'''"''^ ^'''"'' *^°* P^°<=^ °"d security 






, J ^^.^^^ iiiui [jeuue ana security 

M be guaranteed for a longer period, then it is 
■ly because the constellation of forces has been 
'■rdged to the advantage of peace, in favour of the 
Mi interests of the peoples, and to the benefit of 

■ lal progress through the power and growth of the 
■>'iGt Union and of the socialist states. European 
"ce has a decisive foundation in the strength of 

■ lalism, and in the firmness and advance of the 

■ iaiist states. 



Who Makes Millions from the Arms Business? 

'MO cannot fail to arrive at this truth when one asks 



r^^ nr\ ^^LLv/uiu naa warned n<i m 

OS 20 years ago. Thus the great achievements of 1 
Czechos lovakian working class in the construct 

forces temnn ^"'"^ '^°'°" ^^^^ '^^ '"^Perial 

Bonn rejo.ced over this until 20th August 

But Since the 21st August they have wailed ran. 

It ZTot ''] ^^^" ;^-^ --t-- of thli s' pT: 

that tine fiaternal sodalist countries have acted ini 

:tsrb^;t--^°^---"^-iaiirt:"vj 

Guttenberg. Not long ago a reporter" a IkM "h"'' I .'"" m""""* ^""'^ *° °''''^ °^ '^'^ ^^^^^ ^^en one asks 

West German television 'hethir the 2 s^AuausMc*' ^'^'^"t'^" -^'^h presents itself time and time 

had broualnf oh. u__^ . ^"^ ^ 1st August 19^ ''"^^ ^o whom does the power in the state belong 

.ich class interests underlie the policy of the state' 
o wins and who loses? 

Is there even one single person in a socialist order 

•.oc.ety who could personally benefit by the carrying 

""Of a policy of expansion, of a war of conquest 

U..I accordingly, of armament for aggressive inten- 

Mlons? Even the most embittered enemies and most 

■'I slanderers of socialism do not dare to maintain 

liut in West Germany it is profitable and brings in 
"iiormous wealth to pursue the arms business and to 
riMn and carry out a policy which keeps the arms 
'■N';ines5 in gear and continuously steps it up It is 
•M.leed no coincidence that such decisive giant under- 
Mkings as the successors to IG-Farben. the Flick 
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The Foundations of Peace 



I 



Of course, many people now osk the question- HS 

n oil ,ls forms. Precisely that is the substance of h. 
end to just the same extent of thot agreed on I 



m 






I 



their accoui 
s has so ofd^ 



Dornrer obstinately refuse to revea 
balances to the public, although th 
been demanded by trade unionists. 

Why do such giant undertakings in particular h 

to throw light on their takings? Because they do m 

want to admit the thousands and thousands of m|i 

hons that they have wrung out of the arms businev 

Because they are the ones who for reasons of prol 

and the expansion of their markets and spheres . 

power prevent a policy of real relaxation a^. 

dfsarmament and, instead of this, pursue a policy. 

expansion, revanchism and hegemony in Euroi^ 

through the ministers in Bonn who are subservim 

to them. 



trust Kiockner and Haniel, the Quondt group tMu . ■ ii ^i u ■ r u r 

the aircraft industry under Bolkow, Messerschmitt SI "^^^^"^^P^^'^'lv '^ ^^ '^ ° worker^help to thwort 



should Irke to present just one example here. If 
July this year the Federal Executive of West German 
industry published its annual report for 1967/68 i 
report which is naturally destined for internal pm 
poses and is not placed before any trade uniond! 
Ihis stated: "West German industry expects that f 
will be engaged more strongly than before fn or 
moment responsibilities." 

So It is with every aspect of Bonn's policy, Ju,i 
take the treaty to ban the spread of nuclear weapoM 
the signing of which by West Germany is long ovl 
due and which is urgently necessary in the interef 
of West Germans. If it has to this hour not be^ 
sfgned and there is no Intention of sfgning it th# 
standing in the background are the profit and pow|f 
interests of the arms industry, which has direct in* 
fluence on the decisions of the Kiesinger-Strausi 
Brandt government through its representatives in th* 
so-called Atomic Commission, 

We have 23 years of peace behind us and we all 
Wish that further years of peace, of secure peaci. 
may follow. But whoever wishes to really realize thl* 
as opposed to romantic dreoms, must help to securi 
the stable foundation of peace and further extend It 



II imperialist attacks on the socialist camp, and all 
uniter-revolutionary endeavours, no matter in what 
uiiouflage they may appear. For socialism and 

ice are as closely related as, on the other hand, 
i[)erialism and war ore. If peace is to triumph in 
nope, then socialism must be strong and invincible. 
II' stronger that the power of the socialist states is, 
'^ smaller are the chances for imperialist adventures 

the sense of the European conception of Herr 
'ifiz Josef Strauss and his allies in the U.S. 
irtagon. 



What IS Democracy? 



I ^liould now like to turn to a theme which we espe- 

i'llly well know in the G.D.R, on the basis of our 

vn experience and-l can say without exaggeration- 

Jifch we master perfectly. I mean the theme of 

i-mocracy. 

We do not need to adopt an attitude to the ques- 
"Hi of democracy on the basis of abstract formulas 
! theoretical considerations, but we can do this 
ilH'ough the example of the life of the working people 
u\ town and country. Let's have a look, then, at 
^li-mocracy in the G.D.R., where it hos its material 
i'>undation : 

Democracy, in other words the rule of the people, 
i marked by the fact that the majority of the people, 
'^1^t is in particular the working class, exercises 
iinlitical power. Exactly this has been realized in the 
'n^rman Democratic Republic, But exactly this has to 
\U\s very day not been fulfilled in West Germany. 

Democracy-that is the realization of the old trade 
union demand "what the hands of the people create, 
liould be the people's own." In the G.D,R. the 
'^ople's ownership of the means of production, of 
ill notural wealth, and of material riches has been 
^'ulized and anchored m the Constitution. People's 
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ownership is the moterial basis of the exercise oh 
bo ,c nghts of the working people in the econo. 
in the state and in politics. 

wo?irr'l '''^' "'^^" '^^ daughts^s and son,, 
workers, employees, peasants and craftsmen are giv. 
the opportunity, in accordance with their abilities of 
talents, to learn everything in order to be able* 
become everything. Who would dare to doubt tf» 



precis I th" would dare to doubt tfw "- qreat obstacle here to getting to grips with the 
P e y tn'S 's one of the greatest achievementSil H-I.lems of our times in a democratic way and solv- 
tne socialist G.D.R 2 U/t^^=,w^, i_, , . . \ .. .... ,..,., . ' 



in 

} 



the socialist G.D.R.? Whoever would dare to doA 

ditions ,n West German education condemn you' 
people ,n the Federal Republic to intellectual serv, 
tude and are a typical characteristic of the bai 
wardness and obsolescence of West Germany 
crety? ' 

Democracy rules only when women end men hi 
full equal rights in all fields of politics ond of socT 
lite and when the centuries-old discrimination o^ 
oppression of women, who today comprise th, 
majority of the populotlon in both German statesJI 
overcome. Precisely this is a further truly histS 
achievement of the German Democrotic Repu 
Precsely this is, as it has always been, an unfulf 
demand for West Germany. 

Democracy rules when the means of communirn 
tmn--the press, radio and television^cre firmly in ll, 
hands of the working class. 

Democracy rules when the scientific and tedi* 
log.cal revo utfon, which is in full swing, exerciS 
on incisive mfluence on the lives of all strata of th. 
populatron, and is implemented, not ogalnst. but fc. 
the working people under the leadership of the warl : 
ing class, and when structural changes in the econ ' 
omy are solved through socialist planning in cloi. 
connection with the self-responsibility of the m 
ducers and under the direct participation of tk 
workers, employees and scientists 

our G.D.R. The role of the trade union is growlnB 
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■ unLially. The rights of the workers in this process 
constitutionally guaranteed. Everyone can con- 
f^ himself of this. And what is the situation in 
.1 Germany? One only needs to open the trade 

"n papers or examine the situation of workers 

I employGGs on the Rhine and in the Ruhr and 

II districts to know that monopoly capital is also 
great obstacle here to getting to grips with the 



1 (hose to the benefit of the people. 

IVIioever is even now prepared to utter nonsense 
I flie need to first and foremost link socialism and 

niocracy in some mysterious way, one must answer: 
My dear Sir, at best you know nothing of socialism, 
!Im>ii it would be better if you kept quiet. Or you are 
Mfuh^volent, you are a slanderer and enemy of so- 
'ulism. Then v/e declare relentless war on you I" 
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Ailvice to the Advisers in the West 

»i-i what do those people mean who today so loudly 

III frontally speak of introducing democracy to 

alism? They v/ant nothing else than to bring 

geois democrocy— the power of capital, which 

ouflages itself simply by parliamentary democracy 

'M.I by a few verbal battles in parliament-, which is 

ihJorically doomed and directed against the working 

liiss, into the socialist countries. But this means 

-filing else than to liqudate socialism, the power of 

'' ■ workers and peasants, and to turn back the clock 

ihe outlived reactionary rule of capital. But this 

11 never occur! In this, capitalism, as far os the 

' M.R. and the other socialist countries ore concerned, 

i', reckoned without its host! 

Whoever, then, in Bonn has discovered his heart 

I socialism and wishes to improve iti our socialism, 

■ can find a broad field of activity in his own 

nntry. One could start by lifting the ban on the 
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Communist Party, for the West German Communli 
know very well what socialism ls\ 

And whoever recommends "autonomy" in the eoW > 
omy to us, but himself furthers the concentration* 
capital and economic power in hitherto unknot 
dimensions, he can begin at home and first of i 
impfement the most elementary democratic demaW 
of the trade unions for qualified co-determination 
large undertakings. 

Whoever advises us on the freedom of the press, 
mention another example-can begin in West Go 
many with two elementary tasks: Firstly, with It 
readmission of the press of the Communist Party qr 
of the other democratic organisations, and seconjii 
with the immediate disappropriation of the Sprin§> 
trust, for example, which is agitating to the exte 
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Idstering All Problems While Advancing 



war. 
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And finally, whoever so loudly speaks of "deiTli 
erotic socialism", as the Social Democratic minist«> 
in Bonn do, we recommend him to start with d* 
mocracy In West Germany and to repeal the Emo 
gency Laws. This would at least be a step forwai- 
quite apart from socialism, which is not yet on lli 
agenda in West Germany, but for which, one day i^ 
are sure, the working-class in the Federal Repubfc 
will start to struggle. 

The advisers in the West ore dangerously skatin 
on ice. For these are none other than the question 
which West German trade unionists find pressing. I 
it not necessary to implement co-determination? It 



II this we do not say that the road we have taken in 

ii-' G.D.R. has been easy or without difficulties, nor 

ihe road ahead of us. Whoever has to fulfil such a 

M (It historic task as the victory of socialism on Ger- 

niii soil, he is confronted with tasks which are 

inpletely new for the working-class, and here only 

Mi^ thing can be of assistance: To learn and learn 

Mjoin, to look far into the future and from this view 

- get to grips properly with today. Thus we have 

iways in time recognized the newly appearing po- 

itrat, social and economic problems, have imme- 

iMiiely analysed them and set about them without 

I. I(iy. We have always asked the people for advice 

hrlore we made decisions. We have always told the 

iHith, even on difficult problems and complicated 

linses of our development. But we have overcome 

iilHculties just as firmly while advancing and in doing 

i have always strengthened the power of the people 

.lit! have never gambled with it. 

And here I must mention the name of that Comrade 

lio has been elected to the highest position of the 

liole collective of our party, the name of the First 

H>«:retary of our party and Chairman of the Council 

I State of the G.D.R.. Comrade Walter Ulbricht. May 

Im' agitators of the big bourgeoisie and of militarism 

■ iir their gobs out in their drivelling hatred against 

in.^ first citizen of the first socialist state of German 

Mitionl Let's turn around the motto of August Bebel; 



not necessary to bring about a radical reform of ik limn this reads just as truthfully and correctly: When 
education system? Is it not necessary to conduct I .,iir enemies pour hatred against you-then you are 
struggle especially to ensure that the Federal Repubk n the right rood in the interests of the working 
signs the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, to recogni/ I ,n'ople! And to have always recognized and pointed 
European frontiers and to put itself on the ground <j! nt this correct road, that is the great undying service 
reality with regard to the relations between the \^\ \ our Comrade Walter Ulbricht. 

German States-while fully annulling its claim i' And here it would also be appropriate to say a 
represent the whole of Germany? Those are inde^^ lurifying word on who is today progressive and 
the questions of key importance in West Germany^ j .vho is conservative. It is conservative to wor- 

hip capitalism. It is conservative to glorify the 
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lU . ?u ^^^<^crocy. with which the lack , 
freedom of the people is camouflaged. It is cons. 
vot,v t, subordinate oneself to the' ideology"? 
penol.sm and the uncultured nature of late capitali 
The d.strust of the strength of the working class „ 
corservat,ve. It is conservative to surrender the po, 
tion o, power of the working class to the forces o^H 
cap,tal wh.ch are camouflaging themselves as tl. 
have always done, and it is conservative to worsh, 
the big capitalist economy, which is founded on cris.. 
ond on the exploitation of the working class I 

And who is progressive? He is progressive w|,.| 
courageously and resolutely takes sides with the anJ 
'mpenalist struggle without going astray. He wlJ 
equ.ps himself with the teachings of Marxisn/ 
Len.nrsrn. who struggles against the omnipotence,, 
monopoly capital fn the capitalist countries, and wiv 
in the socialist countries deploys all his energies aiW 
creatmty for the victory of socialism, for the strengtl, 
enmg of the power of workers and peasants, for ?ru. 
humanism and for true humanitarianism, is pro 
gressive. ^ 



N.P.— or neo-Nazism-has gained by the Bonn 

(IfMon. The Social-Democratic Party has been 

I'lged into a crisis, and things can only get worse 

I them if the West German Social Democratic 

iilers— as is already perfectly clear-obstinately 

liiinue their policy of alliance with the C.D.U./C.S.U, 

Mfies and the members, do not prevent them from 

■ ing so, 

lAoy they remember the strength of their class! May 

li y remember that there is an invincible, socialist 

.iet Union and always keep in mind that there is 

workers' and peasants' state on German soil, 

in^se strength and influence is increasingly growing! 

ly they remember that the largest part of Europe is 

■ iaiist and will remain socialist, and that the future 

li)ngs to socialism! 

[J Tom Neues Deutschland, Berlin, September 10, 




To Recall the Power of the Class 

Just one special word to the Social Democratic Col 
odes. I th.nk It is high time to speck of some proj 
ems ,n all frankness. Where is their party goins 

mrn s ers ond Kissinger, Strauss. Hassel and SchI 

tho Soaal Democratic minfsters were only accepted 
by the monopoly bourgeoisie in the government lit 
order to help the C.D,U. out of Us political crisis and 
to put Bonn s revanchist policy into action with Socifl! 
Democrotrc embellishment as the "new eastt,rji 

Hove the Social Democratic workers and traj 
unionists gained anything from this? On the contrary, 
74 
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The Intellectual Vanguard 
of the Counter-Revolution 



I 



by KurtZimmermann 



extent os .Cpen^d . TJ'c/s R^Vh^o ^"^" 
d'd the preparatory work? Whnt u ? "'" 

'"ethods and weapon^? Th. ''^''^ *''^ ^^"'^'' 

used \n ft. * weapons^ The most important meai. 

vers o7t,r„'r,heT' '""^ '^ "^^^'^S'^' ="' 
bourgeois, chouW„ts.,?n,..o i". rd°o:." °' ^'^ 

of intelllZls 'wd.eT"o;:re''°"' ""' " 3™"' 

f.rs. place, closely connected with the iZZlclH, „ 
soual-democotic ideologists of West Q»™„ 
wel OS .i.h revisionists i^ other coun.rie" '"""" 

«.. .eLiio;"^™Si;rd '.hr°" -^t =-* • 

P-ed .o be instruments of^Zer I'^.h: fl". :t 
7<S 



1 



II 



illi their help the flood of petty-bourgeois and 
luvinist ideologies was created, directed and 
oad, and in this way it became possible to exert 
"Mctical influence on the decisions of party and 
lie leadership. 



ilio Role of the Kafka -Con fere nee 

in* paving of the ideological and theoretical way for 
H' counter-revolution in the C.S,S.R. has its history, 
1 connexion with the massive attacks by imperialism 
mJ revisionist elements against the Soviet Union, the 
"jolist world system and the communist movement 
I the second half of the twentieth centuryi an in- 
cising number of views were put forward in the 
S.S.R. whichi though sailing under the slogan of 
lilt against dogmatism and the bogey of "Stalinism", 
■ 'le in fact directed against the socialist order, the 
itty of the working class and the basic positions of 
Kuxism-Leninism, 

One of the most significant milestones for the 

Mowing influence of revisionist and bourgeois ideolo- 

ii^'S was the so-called Kafka-Conference in May 1963 

liore revisionism came into the open in a massive 

iirrn for the first time in the CS.S.R. At first, the 

r^rningly abstract problem of alienation was pushed 

Mil) the foreground. In contradiction to the Marxist 

ii'W that alienation results from the very nature of 

iipitalist exploitation and that it is, step by step, 

"frini noted as a result of the establishment of the 

fi'^litical power of the working class and the develop- 

fiiimt of man within socialist democracy, Messrs, Fi- 

MlieTi Goldstuecker & Co put forward the thesis that 

'hnnation was an equally characteristic phenomenon 

lh)th in capitalism and socialism. 

The attack against the Marxist-Leninist alienation 
iit'ory was no mere coincidence. As was demonstrated 
if the Kafka-Conference and even more so in the 
.[lowing years mainly by Ernst Fischer, the aliena- 
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tion-theory, which was expounded there by Gol, 
stuecker and others, was an ideal weapon for (I 
allround defamation of socialism. 



Successes of the G.D.R. Slandered 

it is well known that comrades from the G.D R stofi. 
up consistently against such theories, both before am 
after this conference, and that based on the poslfi 
experience and the growing successes in the f 
gressing consolidation of the unity between party c™ 
people, between citizen and state in the G.D.R. Tftb 
induced revisionist forces inside and outside th^ 
C.S,S.R. to start a campaign of slander against oi^, 
comrades and against the G.D.R. in general. 

Further developments made crystaUcIear what m 
concealed behind the discussions, which seemed tll» 
to be of an abstract-theoretical nature. They wtf^ 
supposed to help in constructing an unbridgealjt^ 
antagonism between society and the socialist stcA 
between working class and party, between individS 
interests and the socialist system. As has sitt« 
emerged, from that thesis of alienation In sociaIf||» 
the conclusion was deduced that writers, artists afli 
scientists ought to be, above all, critics and ig 
defenders of socialism. f 

In connexion with the theories put forward at tfe 
Kafka-Conference, there developed in the CS.S|. 
a series of centres of bourgeois, petty-bourgeois qflj 
revisionist ideologists who launched ever more 00 
and determined attacks against the socialist stot. 
and social order and the leading party of the workifi, 
class, denigrated their actions, dragging through th- 
mud every achievement of socialism. 

As early as in 1963, Fischer and other revisionlii 
theoreticians made an attempt to make Prague thi* 
stronghold of "modern Marxism". For this purpose 
they made every effort to "dissolve" the unlfofffl 
Marxist ideology and to "open up" Marxism f«| 
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iigeois theories. Particularly the thesis of "pluralism 

Marxism" was proclaimed by Czech and Slovak 

' oreticions on various occasions, such as at Inter- 

'lionol philosophical conferences in Opatija (De- 

inber 1967) and in Varna (June 1968) as well as in 

liodicals and newspapers. 



■"honghold of "Modern Marxistn" 

Wliat is the objective of this thesis? It meant, in the 

tir.t place, an attack against the unity and cohesion 

I the scientific and revolutionary teachings of 

I rxism-Leninism and thereby also an attack against 

H^ unshakable ideological basis on which the com- 

iiimity of the socialist countries and the unity of the 

'inmunist movement are built. The pluralistic theory 

ii''d to blur the basic class frontiers and the politico- 

f -Dlogica! schasm between Marxism-Leninism on the 

"M^ hand and a hotchpotch of revisionist, social- 

'Imiocratic and Trotzkyite theories on the other hand 

.^.hile the latter were activated for ideological diver- 

^NMi. And finally, this thesis served to launch attacks 

JiMiinst Leninism as Marxism in the epoch of im- 

firtialism and the transition to socialism. 



Altack against the Party 

hnceeding from the theory of pluralism, revisionist 

'ji:es dealt even at official conferences, with Marxism- 

iiinism as just one social theory among others with 

' view to throwing overboard its class character as 

M' ideology of the working class. Revisionists took 

I .tand against Leninism as a "monopoly interpreta- 

iMin of Marxism", They alleged that Lenin had merely 

' Gpted the theory and method of Marx and "con- 

ijonted" it with the prevailing situation in Russia, and 

iitnt there was a vast difference between conditions 
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in Czechoslovakia from those in Russia of that till Also the party should "undergo a far-reaching 
The bourgeois theory of pluralism served, in the fiM.Hiriissance" and "change its tradrtlonol form"- This 
analysis, also to provide an ideological basis forjl,|Hinge was to consist in abandoning the principle 
formation of factions within the party, which wel i democratic centralism, and also in admitting fac- 
tantamount with trying to abolish the CPCZ as | ,ms which had been formed, that means, in relin- 



Morxist-Leninist party. 

In keeping with this thesis, the fundamental prlc 
ciples of socialist construction, developed by Man 
Engeis and Lenin, and the experiences made by lib 
Soviet Union and other socialist countries have bes' 
questioned in recent years ond particuiarly so simi 
January 1968. There was need for "courage af)»' 
strength to stage a consistent confrontation with tli' 
old pattern of socialism and its standard-bearers", v«* 
read in a lengthy article which was published in Rutit 
Provo on July 10, 11 and 12, 1968. 

The discussion on a socialism with a "new look' 
was mainly aimed against the Soviet Union and thi 
CPSU. Contradictions and shortcomings during th^ 
transitional period were magnified beyond recogni 
tion, and the Soviet Union was in fact blomed h 
everything. 



Suicidal Theory 



! 



What was the "model" of socialism like which ih 
authors presented? Marxism-Leninism proceeds, h 
consonance with practical experiences, from the coil 
cept that in the process of socialist construction th» 
party and the state organs must acquire and contlfl 
ually perfect the ability of scientific guidance 4I 
economy and society. In a "new look" or "natiornel 
socialism, everything was to be changed. Now iw 
necessary, so they say. for socialist society to "liiil 
and abolishi step by step, its organs of political poW«i 
to prevent them from turning against socialist deval 
opment and to make them cease their interferenci 
in spheres for which they are not competent (eco 
nomics, science, culturei party life etc.)", 
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II Jiing the fundamental Marxist-Leninist principles 
I ihe party. Obviously, this is no model of socialismj 
M« the revisionist theoretical platform leading to the 
M<:ide of socialism and the party, 
Ihe anti-socialist and anti-soviet hysteria brought 

■ the surface a savage bourgeois nationalism, 
'I'lrtly before the Meeting of Cierna, the C*S,S.R. 
"linalists' Centre demanded of the Presidium of the 
' of CPCZ in a provocative fashion to "return to 

■ iaiism its Czechoslovak face". The revisionist and 
iiin-er-revolutionary forces advocated a special 
iMopean mission of the C.S.S.R., which means that 
||'7 tried to link up with the aggressive imperialist 
I'iropean ideology". In April 1968. Mr. Snejdarek 

ited in Frankfort on Main (West Germany): "Europe 
nnd will remain the greatest fatherland of all of 
" Thereby the bridge was built, not for on under- 
jfiding between all anti-imperialist forces, but to 

" platform of Franz Josef Strauss with his "Grand 

i'^'sign". 



Ilufnanism Falsified 

Nil- focal philosophical problem, by virtue of which 

'hr' betrayal of Marxism-Leninism and the infiltration 

I'V bourgeois ideologies took place, was the issue of 

'Mfinkind and humanism. Marxism-Leninism has pro- 

'iiled the practical and theoretical proof that genuine 

I'fnocrocy, humanism and the free development of 

"' individual can be realised only where the political 

mm! economic power is transferred from the hands of 

' Kiopoly capital into those of the working class. 

here exploitation of man by man is abolished and 

where man but not profit is regarded as the measure 
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of all things. But precisely this Marxist theory, wlP" It is no mere coincidence that the imperialist press 
poses and answers oil the questions of humanit I ' West Germany stresses the leading role of a few 
and man from a concrete-historical, viz. from ll , .ir'llectuols in the creeping counter-revolution who 
ciass point of view, was jettisoned and replaced h 
reactionary fashionable trends of contemporary bou 
geojs philosophy, abstract phrases on monkin^ 
humanism and freedom, beyond the pale of tifflr 
space and social system. 

Thus a special variant of "bridge-building" v^i 
practised which was all the more dangerous as it w 
camouflaged to look like the restoration of "or!gint< 
aspirations of Marxist philosophy". Escalation malnl 
marched across this revisionist bridge by aid of r©o^ ; 
tionary bourgeois and petty^bourgeois ideologies d^ 
by assistance of the vari 



ous revisionist groups ao 
renegades of Europe which had selected Prague n 
their headquarters. 



Prepared Long in Advance 

The comprehensive, well-organised ideological^ 
retical preparation of long standing was describe 
qujte candidly by Ernst Fischer on West German \bU 
vision as early as lost March: "Everything was Wffi 
prepared. The bust^up at the Writers' Conferenr. 
has years of pre-history. Preliminary discussiop. 
studies ond circles, such as the study circle of prog 
nent economist Ota Sik. sociological study circlei r 
the Academy and in the Party School, various e> 
periments in the field of literature and philosopfi, 
contacts between intellectuals, writers and exp0i. 
enced party organisers, to ensure that everythli 
takes a different, a better organised and plan 
course than had been the case in Hungary." 

In this way it has been possible in recent yeor* 
especially after January 1968, to disintegrate the b ' 
tellectual life of society in Czechoslovakia, to paraW 
the party and the socialist state ond to pave the m) 
for the counter-revolution. 



■ 1(1 been systematically building up their positions 
I a long time and had gradually become the 
I'lGJn-trust" of the anti-socialist forces. This "brain- 
III .t" did, at the same time, everything in its power 
i - get the mass media into their grip and thus to 
-(fry bourgeois, petty-bourgeois and anti-socialist 
hlcologies into the broad masses. GoJdstuecker, one 
if those mainly responsible, declared in June this 
riiir in Vienna: "Our revolution was not only a revo- 
ii!ion of the writers, but a revolution of the mass 
iiH'dia." How did this development take place? 
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'scepticism on Celluloid 

In the field of films the first steps towards "liberaliza- 

iiun" made themselves felt as early as in the mid- 

lilties. Old and new film-workers looked for "contacts 

fnd approachement to the development in films in 

'lip modern world", as was stated by a West German 

iM'Wspaper. This new approach led to a completely 

niosided orientation of the film industry on the 

ipitalist countries and adapted Itself Increasingly 

' » the demands of the capitalist film agencies. Works 

^vi re created whose most outstanding features were 

npticism in every aspect and conflicts between the 

ificlividual and society. 

This situation became particularly blatant in the 

■ nly sixties, when imperialism started to test new 

I' i hods of politico-ideological diversion against the 

H;ialist countries in the political world arena. In the 

i()-called "new vogue" of Czechoslovak film, those 

hips predominate which question al! socialist achleve- 

•mMits and human values and depict man as a lonely 

filling which is being helplessly tossed about by so- 

ir;ty, the state and the party. Their characteristic 

I'-nture is the lack of any kind of ideological standards. 
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Unpalatable Fruits 

The supposed unpolitical character of the leaditu 
figures has a deep political significance. The h«t 
committed to socialism is replaced by a hero who i 
the object of manipulation by extraneous power= 
Without any social background, the story is conc9f( 
trated on the humdrum and most insignificant ot 
currences In his daily life the very existence of whM' 
is flat and desolate, helpless and hopeless an. 
eventually founders in the ocean of despair. In th«l« 
films one senses a complete loss of free will, initiat|«» 
and activity. 

Together with the outstanding works of literatuft 

of recent years, these films are the spiritual paci 

makers from an absolute negation of oil humoni* 

traits of socialist society. Its aim is to be "oriented d 

the chaos of the epoch" (how well acquainted ttih 

terminology is with the arsenal of psychological wof 

fare!). That means the theories developed at titf 

Kafka-Conference bore their unpalatable fruits. Ssv 

eral writers wrote the script for these films, so thoi 

both in literature and film the bourgeois and petty 

bourgeois ideology have been able to gain a foothold 

and increasingly to determine work in these fieldl 

Already in the early sixties that group succeeded |r 

taking root in the spheres of television and radio and 

to get hold of a few newspapers and magozinii 

which played an important role in spreading thfji 

petty-bourgeois views, 



Close Links with Bonn 



I 



The fact that the counter-revolutionary "brain truif 
concentrated Its strength on domlnotrng the mat* 
medra, was no coincidence. In our days, television 
radio and the press have established themselves q» 
decisive instruments in the hands of the socialln 
state in order to exercise the political power of thi 
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-jking clasSi to systematically develop socialist 

Hisciousness among all sections of the population 

Nifl to wage a relentless struggle against imperialist 

>hl revisionist ideologies. By systematically getting 

nid of the mass media the revisionist, counter- 

^olutionary forces, the first decisive practical step 

(ij been token towards changing the political power 
i. Intions in the C.S.S.R. and the gradual dismantling 
I all socialist achievements. 

I he Prague Writers' Congress, held in summer 
i"67, openly expressed, for the first time, the whole 

ge of reactionary political demands of port of the 

iiinHigentsia. Mr. Vaculik, the author of the ill- 
i.irned "2|000 Words". Messrs, Klima^ Kohout, Havel 
• lid others were not satisfied with launching theo- 
M tical attacks against socialist realism, but slandered 
lio party, the state and socialism in a nasty way. 
'\lihough the intellectual counter-revolution was al- 
-tidy exerting its influence in literary and other 
,-Mirnals, it was, at that time, still possible for sound 
lorces to publish their views in the press without 
hindrance. At that time, the power of the counter- 
M-voIution had not yet reached a stage where anyone, 
vho did not share their views, could be slandered as 
M conservative or collaborator. Yet, whither the road 
wEis leading, was no longer left in doubt. 

The forces within the Writers' Union who had been 
MMTioved from the leading positions in autumn 1967 
i>n account of their reactionary attitude, but were 
M'-'instated in their previous functions early in 1968, 
liogan to display a lively activity and gradually to get 
ilie mass-media of radio, television and the press 
Mjmpletely into their grip. As early as in February 
iliey directed, together with their new President Gold- 
■■luecker, political demands to the Central Committee 
ol the CPCZ and opened up a blatantly counter- 
i.-volutionary discussion in their newly-founded 
vi^ekly Lfterarni Listy. Their primary objective was, as 
Mr. Kohout put it in a TV-discussion with West Ger- 
man writer Guenter Grass, the conquest of press, 

85 



fli 

m 






r 



rad.o and television in order to obtain complel. 
hegemony over the minds of the broad masses. A 
he same time, Mr. Prochazka, Vice-President of tli. 
Writers Union, established close links with the Wo. 
German mass medio which placed their station' 
newspapers and printing houses most generously l^ 
the service of the Writers' Union. 



Manipulation and Coercion | 

The criticism levelled against shortcomings and mb 
takes of the party and state leadership, origlnaljt 
exercrsed by the counter-revolutionary forces vm 
quickly developed into an open attack on the leading 
role of the party and demands for its complete liqul 
dation. In their press, by means of rodio and tel. 
vision, they offered vigorous resistance to ev«fv 
measure token by the party and the state which wai 
opposed to the interests of these counter- revoiu 
tronary elements. Literarny Listy posed as the "con 
science of the nation" with the confirmation of th. 
U.5.A. In lots of pamphlets the public were in- 
cessantly egged on to criticise and slander anythinfl 
that looked even remotely like a defence of the so. 
c.alist achievements. Every step taken by the Centrol 
Committee or the government was being v^atched 
commented, approved, if it suited their purpose, ot' 
slandered if it stood in the way of their furthw 
objectives. Even the danger, intimated by the CC, 
that the initioted changes might be exploited foi 
anti-socialist purposes, were used by them in thoii 
reckless hate-campaign. All leading bodies were sub 
jected to incessant pressure by the counter-revoH 
tionary forces in charge of the mass media throul 
their incitement of public opinion. 

The primarily adopted method of demands very 
soon developed into threats which informed any j 
wavering comrades" that they were being watched ' 
as to their attitudes and would be judged accordingly, 
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ail to assassinate leading comrades was the im- 

N diate consequence of that drive. Literarny Listy 

11(1 the weekly students' magazine formed the in- 

llectual centre of the counter-revolution by laying 

iwn the ideological marchroute for radio and tele- 

- Jon. The Impact of that "brain trust" spread from 

i.iy to day, conquering not only the publications of 

iii^ intelligentsia, but even the dailies of mass 

r-fanisations such as Prace (trade unions) and 

hltada Fronto (Youth League). 



Pressure on Party and Stote 

llio "brain trust", however, determined by its domina- 
'iDH of the mass media, not only the Ideological 
phere, but also exerted influence on the policy 
pursued by the party and the government. Even 
ippointments to leading positions in party and state 
Mqans were enforced under pressure by the mass 
ir^dia. 

As one of the intellectual Inspirers of the counter- 
ic'volution stated, the idea spread far and wide by 
ihe mass media, gripped the "brood masses of the 
jioople who, in their longing for freedom, overrolled 
'\nd eventually forced the party machine to follow the 
masses and their political determination." Or, to put 
11 differently: It was neither the party nor the socialist 
,late, but that group of anti-socialist forces, which 
lotermined through the mass media, already to a 
ijreat extent, the policy of Czechoslovakia, This group 
.-I fact forced party and government to adapt them- 
-Ives to the moods it created. Not on the basis of 
Marxism-Leninism, but of these chauvinistic trends 
was the unity of the nation to be achievedi an ex- 
^omely shaky ground indeed, as past experiences 
have proved to the hilt. 

The attempt undertaken by the intellectual vanguard 

i.f the counter-revolution to undermine the socialist 

ystem in the C.S.S,R. by dominating the decisive 
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mass media, developed, from its very sta,., .„ con 

form.ty with the policy of the ruling circles particulgri, 

-n the U.S.A. and in West Germany, its basic trail. 

were identical with the objectives of imperialist glob« 

strategy and its European -West German variant, th. 

new Eastern policy". Both of them aim at drawin, 

the socialist countries through a gradual "Greati. 

European loosening-up process" and "cultural aw 

economic links more closely towards Western Europi' 

and thereby at creating conditions for a change^ 

the social structure of the socialist countries. 



Mipends for Softening-up 



I 



"Ideas" were smuggled in 

As early as in November 1962, Aussenpolitik. a Wti» 
German periodical, had elaborated detailed politicoi 
directions on the ideological struggle waged by tli. 
imperialists against socialist countries: "Our idooi 
must penetrate, by any means of modern propagand* 
and in a psychologically clever manner the public 
Jffe of the communist states. The people in the com. 
munrst states will thus become conscious or ufl. 
conscious carriers of Western ideas, and a feeling 9I 
general uneasiness will be created which is tb 
prerequisite for a non-violent internal change oni 
revolution in those states. Here in Europe decisivi 
conditions exist for enabling the West to carry out 
successful psychological warfare/' 

In consonance with the schemes of U.S. monopoly 
capital and the "European concept'^ devised by Fram 
Josef Strauss, it was, in the first place, institutions of 
West German imperialism which were allotted thi 
task to use cunningly-devised cultural policy in prf. 
paration of "liberalisation" of socialism in th« 
C.S.S.R. and in order to bring about "changes in thi 
communist world showing results in politics". 



(iifly this year the U.S. magazine Christion Science 

^f.*n/tor brought a report on a discussion with an 

llicial representative of the Bonn government who 

Hiimented on the significance of cultural relations 

iihin the framework of the so-called "new Eastern 

i<ij|icy" in these terms: "Political relations are a matter 

^H two established governments. Culture, however, 

jrals with individuals. We, therefore, turn our mind 

I i individuals who, because of their role in the life 

hI Lheir country, ore able to exert, in turn, their in- 

lliience on their government." 

One of the main practices to organise ideological 
liversion on a broad basis, was to invite as many 
uiists, film-workers, writers and sociologists of the 
' S.S.R. to West Germany, to establish continual 
nntacts with them and "to develop most extensive 
ultural exchanges just as well as trade relations 
^ilh the least possible noise, irrespective of whether 
■ ultural agreements ore actually concluded or not", 
*\\ Die Welt commented. According to data supplied 
[./ that daily, "which will surprise many people", not 
iKiIy 250,000 citizens of the Federal Republic paid a 
I'.it to Czechoslovakia in 1967, but also 120,000 Czec- 
hoslovaks hod gone to the Federal Republic during 
ihrit year, "including great numbers of invited stu- 
ilfMits, artists and professors". 



Dialogue with a Subversive Radio Station 

ihe number of students who went to West Germany 
liy virtue of this scheme, was, according to the 
i liristian Science Monitor, "phantastically high, but 
■ \ secret" in order not to arouse too much of a stir. 
' iver and above this the Prague embassies of Western 
iumtries and the West German Trade Mission 
multiplied their efforts to intensify the dialogue with 
( /echoslovak intellectuals. Approximately 80,000 
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Czechoslovak citizen, including great numbers . 



tions; "For the young Czechs and Slovaks the 



mty years ago, namely as the country of unlimited 
^ijortunities." 



rirfjc+e »..r*^ * J • I. J — -^ ..^.iiij^,^ , fntions; hor the young <^zecns and Slovaks the 

artists, wnters and journa hsts, were ooked after L i r d ui- • ^j n - - - -i 

fk^r« :„ in.c-7 I iuuKea anerj^^^j^^raf Republic is graduolly gaining a similar 

them m 1967 alone. Mg ... * ■ i i r t ^ 

\/^,- , I r r r ■ ■■lijtnficance as America had tor the young Oermons 

Varrous levels and channels were made use oTV ■ ■ - - ■■ ■■ - 

establish "revolutionary situations" in the soclql, 

countries by a systematic brain^washing especial 

of young people and intellectuals with the objects ' 

of infiltrating bourgeois ideologies into the C.S.S^i . . .1 ,rn ■ t i." 

and to suit the purposes of U.S. global strategy. Thn '^^^^'"^'^' ^ ^*'^'" '^"^^^ 

wirh'lf 7'''^^'''^^'?^'''"^''!" 7^;^^^*^^ ^ ^'°'^9^^ - outstanding result of that development, however, 
w.th the Czechoslo^vak periodical Sfadent. The W.^ ,,f,,ed in the fact that imperialist global strate- 



i-.Ls, revisionists, such as Ernst Fischer and the 
Minter-revoiutionary "brain trust" of the CS.S.R. 
.rrged their forces in complete harmony for under- 
Niiing the socialist system. 

I Ills harmony found its most blatant expression in 

\'AC political issues. In his lecture given in PraguOi 

lore leading representatives of the counter- 

^yolutionary "brain trust", Mr. Zbigniev Brzezinski 

• looted Leninism as an obsolete doctrine. Writer 

Viculik denied in fact that the working class and its 

rty had any ability to exercise political power and, 



German writers' "Group 47'^ planned to hold one 1 
its meetings in Prague. Czech and Slovak scientiiti 
by accepting stipends from the Humboldt-Foundii 
tion and the (\A/est)German Academic Exchan^j 
Service, were leading among the numbers of foreifi 
scientists who were thereby enabled to study in ll,. 
Federal Republic. 

At the same time, the imports of West Germui 
cultural products were systematically stepped up 
According to the Frankfort Boersenverein two fift(«^ 

of Western books imported to the C S S R com^ fm. 

+1-,^ F^ni^.^i p LI' TL r 7r ^■^■^■^- come tro-. ^^^ ^^^ ability to exercise poiitjcai power ana, 

uL to 'W ^'^ I borrowing from Ernst Fischer's revisionist theories, 

too of ?i.f I-. ^^^\°^^^^^^yth^^-by stands at ,h.i ,,,,,^ted the establishment of a society led by in- 
top of thehterarytransrt traffic to Czechoslovak- i,,,,,^,^^ ,,3tead of waging the struggle agoinst 

.iif)erialism, for peace and security in Europe, the 
iiMSfs of a class-indifferent "European cooperation" 
WHS put forward which ignored especially the threat 
luch emanates from West German imperialism and 
iMined wide the floodgates to the import of im- 
iir nalist ideologies. 

It would be of great benefit to peace and security 
II Europe if Czechoslovak scientists and cultural 
i>rkers helped in West Germany to expose the 
.-(ictionary nature of West German imperialism, its 
iiigressive characteri and strengthen those social 
I. ices which-like the Communist Party of Germony- 
an upright struggle against monopoly capital 



ahead of all other Western European countries. Mai. 
of the editions of (West)German titles achieve highr 
figures than the original editions . . ." 

On being questioned about the literature of th 
G.D.R. the writer Kohout replied: "I do not know tl^ 
conditions there ... I only have contacts with W«v 
Germany." 

But especially in the West German mass media, |fi 
television, radio and the imperialist daily press, th^ 
intellectual protagonists of the Czechoslovak county 
revolution were accorded active support for spreading 
their anti-socialist concepts of "division of power", c^f 
political emasculation of the working class and il 
party. A short time ago the quarterly Politik wrote In 
an interim report on West German^Czechosloval 
5*0 




.ige _.. _^ _ ^^ ^ . . . 

Hfvd Bonn's policy. But this was hardly in question. 
Mast contacts were characterised by the fact that 
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Czechoslovak writers, artists or scientists took .p (1 
PCS ,ons of bourgeois end petty-bourgeois forces,! 

west uerman imperjalism. 

thf !r^°''''™ r |I'^*°^''<^'^= expressed the opinion thi 
the exposure of German imperialism and the strug ,. 
w.th the revanch,st forces had come to an end " 
young generation of historians had grown up in W.J 

U^calT.T^u"'' '° '^ ^""^^^^ -* by their pJ 
-trca but by their methodical concepts and tW i 

s.gnf,cance for their particular branch of scienj, ' 
The logical result was that a growing section of ii, 
Czechos bvok hrstorians gave up their Marxist-Lenin, 
standpo.nt m these discussions and took up bon, 
geo.s pos,t,ons particularly in important questions, 
the communist and workers' movement 

The Slovak historian Daniel Rapant for instant* 
proposesthat the definition "Central Europe" be S 
OS a bas.s for proposals for the solution of the g" 
mon question "The economic, political and socj 
discrepancy between the two German states co t. 
be solved m the first stage by a superordinate feder, 
t.on. Later on a convergence between capitalism ami 
soaahsm could take place in Germany. The eutrc 
TeoZ "'°'^"' '°"^^^^' ^°^^^ -* -'V the Ge™! 



Bankrupt Strategy 



West German circles have repeatedly described 
gad tidings, that the protagonists of imperiol , 
global strategy and their "new Eastern polic/' h , 
ba^ic'otlT ".°^'"'"' a far-reaching ogreement 

sc-:ntis't:' -r hr s;;rit"o [^.r-r'^^^' °^*''^^^ '-' 

A^ i \i \. r^ ^ °^ ^^^ European concept 
developed by Franz Josef Strauss. The West Gerra. 
penod.cal Europae,sche Begegnung placed partlcul 
emphasis on the fact thot through such meeting "em 
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Federal Government had received useful stimuli 
I its Eastern policy". 

\o summarize: The open appearance of the counter- 

/olution in the C.S.S.R. was the outcome of a 

^lracted and all-embracing intellectual preparation 

which the imperialist ideologists, petty-bourgeois 

.1 'llectuals and right-wing forces within the party 

illaborated. For all of them it was characteristic 

■ jt they met on the grounds of bourgeois ideology 
1(1 take a stand against the basic tenets of Marxism- 
■ninism. As a result of this very fact they have lost 

■ ability to arrive at a realistic assessment of the 
loric processes and the character of our epoch. 
'^ "new Eastern policy" has come to naught. The 
!oat of the counter-revolution and its intellectual 

Niguard has been on objective necessity. 

(From Neues Deutsdihnd, Berlin, September 10, 

L and 12, 1968) 
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Wehner and Brandt 
Lament their Defeat 



by Harri Czepuck 



The sociaf democratfc leadership fn West GermO«j 
admitted on August 28, under an unequalled clatt^. 
of words, the defeat suffered by their policy (i< 
August 21, without, however, drawing the necesso^ 
conclusfons. Still, it first remains to the chronicler), 
note that this occurred after 21 months of Kiesirifl*^ 
rule. Erhard made this admission after three yeoh 
Adenauer after 14 years. 

Instead of now reflecting and finally changii, 
their policy the social democratic leaders protest th«- 
jnnocence and cling in desperation to the rotlfr 
shaft of their banner under which they crept into th* 
Grand Coalition with Kiesinger and Strauss in D» ' 
cember 1966. In this they implore the federal goym 
ment srmply to continue the revanchist and expan 
sionist policy as it has been conducted up to no^ 
They openly appeal not to sign the atomic weapon 
non-proliferation treaty, to strengthen NATO an4 
also this in agreement with Strauss^to consolidal^ 
the West European community". According to then, 
all of this is to serve as aid for the Czechoslovtii 
people. 

We do not want to dec! very long with the qu«i 
tion of the extent to which the Bonn revanchist polk, 
up to now was an "oid^' for the Czechoslovak peopl. 
Ihe support of the counter-revolutionary forces |. 
the Bonn government and the right-wing social di 
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ocratic leaders is just as "helpful" to the people as 
Ignn's support for the anti-popular and counter- 

volutionary Ky regime in South Vietnam. For in 
ilmth, Bonn policy with the help of the right-wing 

cial democratic leaders was aimed-as Chancellor 
It^singer formulated it-at changing the status quo 
III Europe, that is, shifting the relationship of forces 

I Europe in favour of capitalism, which would be 
xjuivalent to an increase in the danger of war, as 
wt* know from the year 1938. In any case that was the 
Intention of the counter-revolutionary activity- 

We have often pointed out that counter-revolution 
'111 have various faces, various forms of appearance. 
In the truest sense of the word it is the counter- 
ii>vement directed against the revolutionary move- 

II nt of our time— socialism. The counter-revolution in 
liatever form it appears is the attempt to restore 

Mipitalism ideologically, politically and finally mili- 

Miily, 

The objective counter-revolutionary role of West 

' imon social democracy after 1945 consists in the 

I : that it helped to restore capitalism on West Ger- 

in soi! and hastened to its aid in its up to then 

li-st serious post-war crisis in 1966 in order to 

ilvoge its policy. The task of the social democratic 

Ministers in the Kiesinger-Strauss government con- 

I ,[ed of this and in nothing else. They were to make 

in.ssible \n other ways under the social democratic 

\l\q the policy of V/est German post-war imperialism 

which failed \n the frontal attack with the aim of 

«ii|ain expanding its sphere of power to the East. 

New Eastern policy" stood on this social democratic 

flag. 

I 'specially against the G.D.R. 

ilio social democratic ministers seek, faithful to their 
now Eastern policy" of isolating the GDR within the 
- iaiist community, to direct the loudest abuse 
I'jGJnst our state and against our party, 
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From their point of view ft is even understandable 
for the G.D.R. has essentially contributed to the fcni 
that the content of their "new Eastern policy" was |i 
quickly exposed and thereby also condemned I 
failure. Our assessments have proved to be correc 
and not the illusions which existed here and ihmv 
about the "new Eastern policy" and about the "sodn 
democratic alternative". 

That rests quite simply on the fact that our paijl) 
found itself in constant confrontation with the cloli 
enemy and also had to constantly deal with thi 
attitude and policy of the right-wing social democrats 
leaders on national and social questions ever sinci^ 
1P14, on to 1918. 1933, 1946 and right up to th. 
present day, 

Because we spoilt their "new Eastern policy" thl^ 
are now especially angry with us. We shall put U|< 
with that and further vigilantly defend ourselvi*^ 
against all attempts at ideological diversion ami 
psychological warfare. For they already seek to peddk 
their "peace policy" with new phrases. 



Abysmal Hypocrisy 



« 



But are no all the protestations of peace by Wehn#f 
Brandt and Schmidt abysmal hypocrisy when at thi. 
some time the atomic weapon non-proliferatiOf 
treaty and the contractual renunciation of the use o\ 
force, when the GDR proposals in the People^ 
Chamber session of 9 August and the nulllficatioti 
of the Munich Agreement from the very beginning an 
rejected? The social democratic ministers now o* i 
before support the revanchist organizations beccui* 
they support Bonn's revanchist policy. At a so-calW 
"AlKGerman pre-parliament" 24 social democrotli 



ii'ction alliances with the neo-nazi N.P. They sud- 
i.Hily discover-if one were to believe their words- 
hi'ir heart for communists in Czechoslovakia. 

But their policy in their own country and their 
iHjsition show where they stand in reality: to the far 
i\hi, it is hardly possible to be farther to the right, 
iiiore is Herr Brandti whose foreign ministry is 
inwling with old nazis. There is Herr Wehner who 
■ lordinates all revanchist actions against the G.D.R. 
liore is Herr Schiller who makes economic policy for 
Mid with war economy leaders, and finally, there is 
ilelmut Schmidt, the intimate of various Bundeswehr 
Mfierals. 

And these people seek to affirm that they have 
nothing to do with the counter-revolution in Czecho- 
lovakia, that they love socialism in that country? 

How stupid do these people think we are when 
ilioy of all people now all of a sudden refer to the 
i.itsdam Agreement? The recollection of the Potsdam 
Atjreement comes precisely from the state where the 
n()ht-wing social democratic leaders helped to ensure 
dint the war criminal trusts were not expropriated, 
*here the land reform was not carried out, where 
Miizi jurists and generals sit in key positions, where 
lif.^ war economy leaders remained. 

We have put all that behind us in the GDR, West 

inrmany still awaits a democratic purging. Right- 
viiig social democratic leaders should therefore be 

<lraordinarily reticent about giving advice to so- 

iiiljst countries. It is impossible for Wehner to play 
ifio innocent lamb. 



M Whose Cost? 



Ar.^..*',^^ ^ J .,1 . 'Ut:h things do not tell on us 

deputies made common cause with representatives <jl 

the Thadden party. In lower saxony not only reprf 

sentatives of the C.D.U, and F.D.P., but also n 

presentatives of the Social Democratic Party enter^il 
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But the social de- 

(locratic comrades and friends should for once care- 

I hilly consider what kind of policy is being conducted 

" II their name. They should make reflections about 

lieir position and attitude. We have pointed out that 
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the policy of Wehner and Brandt had to end wJH Th© Afltl-SoCiallSt 

defeat and at the cost of the Social DemocrallMr - D 

Party. Such declarations as that of 28 August were iJtCOnOITlIC rrOgraiTl 

divert attention from these facts. But nevertheless tli f ^m ^. q.i 

fact remains that the present policy of Wehm*' ^>> f^Tm V/tO ^IK 

Brandt and Schmidt is directed against the intere^ 

of their own people because it^as has been proved observations by Professor Gerhard Schulz 

IS subordinoted to the interests of West German h 

periolism. 

(From Neues Deutschlond, Berlin, September 11, 
1968) 

hat is necessary for being "awarded" the title of 
'hoo-communist" or "reform -communist" by people 
If^own throughout the world as mortal enemies of 
^.mmunlsm? If, in addition, one is not merely in- 
liided in the circle of "neo-communists", but also 
t:((iised by the imperialists with unconcealed admira- 
ion as a hero of economic and political reform, then 
lie's contribution towards undermining socialism 
nn hardly have been a minor one, but must be 
ii'-ually important indeed. 

In view of the achievements of Mr. Ota Sik (former 
director of the Economic institute of the Czechoslovak 
Academy of Sciences, then Deputy Prime Minister, 
now retired), he was recommended to the readers of 
Important imperialist periodicals as one of "the most 
Important East European economists" (West German 
Wfrfschaftsd/enst 1966/111, p. 129), as a major exponent 
i)\ economic reform, as its "strongest advocate" (/n- 
Mtriekurier of August 22, 1968, p. 3), as "the most 
prominent member of the highest Economic Council" 
(Der Volkswirt of July 26, 1968, p. 20). In the Voikswirt 
(lied above he received as a reward for his services 
n not very flattering but not misleading nickname; the 
%ed Erhord of Czechoslovakia". 
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Common Ground with Erhards' Concepts 

In other words, he was compared with the men i. 
Imperialist West Germany who demagogically dm 
into the wastepoper basket of pre-monopolistic cq|> 
talism after 1945, dragged out the concept, long sin.: 
exposed as a lie, of a "social market economy" an.' 
then preached a "prosperity for everyone" which h« 
never achieved. And in fact there is much in commw 
between Sik's "market socialism" and Erhard's "socW 
market economy". * 

Sik moved with the greatest energy "to do am, 
with out-of-dote Marxist economic views" (So,( 
deutsche Zeitung of August 22, 1968), and his eco 
nomic model represents "a radical rejection of hitli 
erto existing forms of dogmatic economic policy" 
One of the main causes of the present ideologici,; 
confusion in Czechoslovakia is the series of publico 
tions by Sik in which the greatest amount of space |« 
devoted to past economic difficulties and falii. 
methods of economic leadership, as well as (| 
mistakes in the past which have only just been dlr 
covered, Despite the fact that by 1958 the volume «l 
production of the Czechoslovak economy was doubl* 
that of 1937, which meant considerable improvemenl' 
in the living standards of the working people, Sl^ 
says that the economic development of Czechoslo 
vokia was on the whole negatvie. All difficulties-evmi 
the objective problems connected with growth-w9« 
called the result of a "useless and damaging system 
of administrative leadership", corresponding to a sum 
of the view in the "period of the cult" (Nova Mytl 
10/1964) and "terribly uneconomic" (West Germait 
W/rfschoffsdienst 1966/111). g, 

Sober analyses are, of course, an important ele- 
ment of economic leadership: nevertheless, one muK 
ask why these analyses of past mistakes were deoll i 
with publicistically so very extensively both at home 
and in other countries. It has been typical of Sik thot 
he conducted his complete criticism and negation el 
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'•rything achieved thus far most sharply in the 
penalist press of the Western countries, and thus 
' ame the most-quoted authority whenever Im- 
rialist mass medio wanted to vilify the socialist 
liievements of Czechoslovakia, 



Mep-by-step Rejection 
u| Established Principles 

r*ing himself on two economic models constructed 

, bourgeois economist Walter Euclcen in order to 

iilogise capitalism—that of the "communist economy 

I command or force'* and the "market economy"- 

i contrasted the "new economic system" with the 

k\, administrative" system. Porceeding from this 

-lition, he tried to torpedo principles of socialist 

onomic leadership which are still vital today, to 

ii'veiop further his anti-socialist concepts and, step 

hy step, to implement them. Let us take a closer look 

■ti Mr, Sik's "market economy-socialism" and his step- 

kiy step program for attaining it, which incidentally 

i>rresponds in every way to the global strategy of 

n[)erialism. 

I irstly: The influence of the party on the economy 

to be rapidly decreased, a view which has not 

M<:upied Sik for the first time in this current year, 

iVIiereas in past years his attadcs did not name the 

iMirty directly, their target gradually became un- 

loistakable, and he finally stated: "The root of the 

■M is in the political sphere, in the general working 

^.i.!thods of the party", (Weg und Z/ei, Vienna, 4/1968). 

Ill a speech to the plenary session of the Economic 

Msciety he called for a "sharp separation of the party 

iHim all its previous representations" and spoke 

i-jainst over-estimating the influence of anti-socialist 

l>*rces. Finally, at the plenary session of the Central 

' timmittee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 

.^ri June 5th, he demanded that the "conservative 
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comrades" should "resign their membership in th 
Central Committee". 

In accord with imperialist adviserSi the goal ma 
to bar the party as a leading force in socialist social 
from any influence in the decisive economic sphoi 
and to transform it from a fighting party into a sociiti 
democratic party. But leadership by the working clou 
and its party is and remains the basic prerequisite i^^ 
the power and strength of the working people. It iK 



the decisive guarantee for further strengthening an»i 
increasing the achievements of socialism, for attainlu 
a high degree of efficiency in the economy and 1^ 
#*^ strengthening the socialist community. 

r ■' '^. 

Basic Prerequisite for the People's Power ^ 

This requires above all the further development atr- 
the collective application of Marxism-Leninism, a till 
social prognosis and the broad fixation of the mah 
tasks towards social development, increasing genenil 
consciousness and socialist democracy. Building ii| 
socialism is at the same time a bitter class struggl. 
against imperialism, a battle vi/hich con only be l»H 
successfully by the working class and its party. 

Secondly: another cornerstone of Sik's econotiii 
concept is the decrease in the economic role of lli' 
socialist state, especially of central state plannliui 
and management. He insisted that the economic rol* 
of the government be reduced to a few questions ii 
credit and wage policy. "All decisions in micro 
economic planning (factory planning, the ed.) shoiil'i 
come from below." {Osteuropo, No. 3/1968, p. 21J1I 
In the same connection he told the West Germnn 
Wirtsdiaftsdienst 1966/111; "We must move away froin 
previous views on directive planning. The plans mu>i 
take on more the character of orientation plans.. 
and only be plans for longer periods." The short-tefru 
plans ore a matter for the different enterprises, whld' 
can "be brought to the attention of the centre". 
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M,e Neue Zurcher Zeitung of June 28, 1968 rejoiced 
,1 the socialist state as a representative of all 
„king people was to be transformed "into a cori- 
.lling 'night-watchman'". And the same monopoly 

r;paper found "...the rapid dismounting and 
llnpse of economic Stalinism and its institutions 
huh had been valid in Czedioslovakia till now... 
urinating", because, in the foce of aggressive West 

rman imperialism, the decisive political instrument 



I liie workers' and farmers' power and for defence 

ilieir state was to be abandoned. 
In his book Plan and Market Under Socialism, Sik 
iiicises the other socialist countries for not following 
,, directions for decreasing central planning rapidly 
Urjugh: "All the efforts to limit the exaggerated 
.,|ree of centralistic decision-making and to improve 
.. system of centrally-planned duties and index 
pites which have been undertaken in recent years 

ihe socialist countries are not based sufficiently 
„ fundamental analyses of the relationship between 

(itralized and decentralized management and hove 

I, or are still leading therefore for the most part, 
■ •rely to reforms and reorganization of limited 
ilue." He thus reduces democratic centralism-the 

r.ic principle of socialist economic managsment-to 

purely quantitative proportion between centraliza- 
..,, and decentralization, which he would like to 
,iior in the direction of an all-round decentralization 
I .'conomic decision-making, while constantly repeat- 

,| the slogan for "planning as little as necessary 
,„d freedom as much as possible", os If the two were 

compatible. The really constructive question is, 

■wever, how further to develop democratic centralism 
, inlitatively and how to form the organic connec- 
'.,n between highly-qualified central planning m 

.,.,ic questions and self-responsible economic ac- 

>^ity by the separate enterprises. 

When Sik raises the question of the effectiveness 

I economic-political reforms, he carefully overlooks 

feet that the discussion of past mistakes and the 
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reforms of the economy which he pursued in Czech. 
Slovakia have led to sinking rates of grov^th. whu! 
in the G.D.R. and other socialist countries there n, 
high and stable rates of growth in the sphere 
economic development. In recent weeks, the Czedi. 
Slovak economy suffered thousands of millions i 
losses for which Sik created the decisive ideologic^ i 
and economic conditions. In the London Tribune ll, 
Englishman Edgar P.Young asks "why an econon.. 
system nearly identical with the one that has oil., • 
gedly been a 'failure' in your country (Czechoslovak!, 
the edj, has been a brilliant success in the Germo ! 
Democratic Republic, despite greater difficuKir, 

■ [r'"u; . ''°""*''' '" connection with trading win i 
the West. 

Thirdly: With his attack ogainst central planning 
S,k wanted to free the individual enterprise, as ll. ' 
basic unit of the economy from "tutelage frti. 
above .As a man "fighting to remove the fetters .a 
an orthodox plan-bureaucracy", he insisted oi 
removing the governmental protective measures h>. 
the enterprises". His autonomous enterprises coul<t 
then independently decide on accepting credits, u 
even on investment partnerships with capitalist coh 
cerns. At a press conference in Prague on May Ullt 
Sik declored that Austria. West Germany, Italy, Bot 
gium and France especially had expressed intera* 
in direct cooperation with Czechoslovak enterpris*, 

Social Security Goes Overboard 

Sik views _the "rigorous liquidation of inefficitni 
enterpnses as a fitting method for re-deployln., 
workers. Competition between the enterprises a„,i 
unemployment are both port of Sik's concept. He I,., 
no scruples in abandoning all social security, so then 
-mpenalist periodicals have repeatedly raised th. 
question as to whether Czechoslovakia, like Yuqi. 
2/1968 plt^ ^°^^ unemployment (Aussenpo/Kl/ 
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Imperialist ideologists were immediately prepared 
ll correct socialist dictionaries in which "unemploy- 
'ii-'nt" is defined quite correctly as a category of 

ipitalism. Autonomous enterprises, competitive 
(fijggles, partnerships with capitalist monopolies are 
ill a fitting basis for "a transformation into regular 
xlculating and balancing stock companies" (Christ 
■ltd Welt of June 28, 1968). An appetite for profits 
■vns soon registered as well. "The liberalisation in 
' /echoslovakia means that economic channels, though 
•lowly, are now beginning to open. From now on not 
■Illy the German Mark of the tourist but also the hard 
iirrency of Western economic partners will be wel- 

■ ■>me. They now have the chance to make profits in 
'his socialist country which wants to democratize itself 
'I thoroughly" (Hannoversche Presse of June 20, 
l'^68). In order to complete the system of profit-ma k- 
ng and create and escape valve for unemployment, 
ilie President of the Federal Institute for Labour Ex- 

■ iionge and Unemployment Insurance, Josef StingI, 
h(i3 given the assurance to accept Czech guest 
workers without formalities. This would support the 
I'lague structural measures" (Die Welt of August 8, 

ma). 

Fourthly. By way of foreign trade, Czechoslovakia 
-vns to be extracted from the Council of Mutual 
!':onomic Aid (Comecon). The share of foreign trade 
*vith the socialist countries organized in this council 
was to be reduced appreciably and the quota with 
ilie capitalist industrial countries of Western Europe 

■ Incisively increased, This is neither in compliance 
with the long-term obligations towards the socialist 

ountries in the council nor is it economically realiz- 
able. 

Ilie Result Would Be Price Increases 

As the results of reform efforts in Yugoslavia show, 
'lot many enterprises are able to hold their ground 
iilone in competitive struggle with the capitalist 
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monopolies and to penetrate deeper into the capl 
tolist market under the prevailing enterprise auto 
nomy. At the same trme, all gates for the import oi 
Western commodities have been opened, and theH' 
imports increased more rapidly than the exports whld^ 
were impeded by the barriers of the Common Morb' 
and the Free Trade Association, Price increases fui 
consumer goods and shops overstocked with gooil 
were the result. Approximately 1/5 Czechoslovakia" 
foreign trade is with the capitalist industrial states ni 
Western Europe, Even maintaining this quota r» 
quires very great efforts. 

Sik's intention to cut sharply the foreign trade 
quota with the socialist countries is considered (i 
vicious circle even by imperialist economic expert! 
"The problems of foreign trade are given sufficleni 
attention, it is true, but in a way which seems mon^ 
a list of pious wishes than a direction of realistk 
reform" (Neue Zurcber Zeitung of June 26, 1968). 

Fifthly: Sik hoped to be able to push through hh 
concept with the help of credit injections from 
Western countries. The imperialist nations madi 
credit grants dependent on Czechoslovakia's willing. 
ness for liberalisation, in other words, on whethof 
Czechoslovakia was "really serious about its reformi'* 
The West German monopoly publication Christ ami 
Welt called for a fitting reward for Slk's llberajisa 
tion concepts, "It is possible to speak sensibly with 
state capitalist market economists, who are non 
replacing the planned economy ideologists. With 
Marxist-Leninist doctrinaires this is impossible, Thi 
peoples who shake off such doctrinaires need a help^ 
ing hand padded with Western currency in order to 
decrease ot least somewhat the prosperity gap whldl 
has grown up in two unhappy decades/' The RhefnJ- 
scfie Merkur of May 17, 1968 even raised the pros- 
pect of "a European repetition of the Marshall 
Plan". 



'/\n Out-of-Date Reguiatlng Principle 

\ik embellished his anti-socialist concept with "market 
Dcialism", although market automatism as a prin- 
iple for regulating the economy has long been in- 
,]lid. More than fifty years ago, Lenin pointed out 
ihat free competition leads to the concentration of 
Mfoduction, and this concentration, at a certain state 
'I its development, leads to monopoly." (Lenin: Im- 
miolism OS the Highest Stage of Capitalism, Com- 
plete Vyorks, Volume 22, p. 204, German edition, 
ffiauthorized translation). Monopoly is a negation of 
f(ee competition. He showed that all dreams of a 
"letum to 'free', 'peacefur, 'honest' competition" are 
^^sentially "petty bourgeois-reactionary criticism of 
■ apitalist imperialism" (ibid., p. 211). But for Sik, 
iiorertheless, the market and not the plan is the 
.lucial category and major criterion for all economic 
liecisions. 

The classical bourgeois model of a market economy, 
ifi which supply and demand obey the laws of the 
market and an invisible hand regulates everything, is 
iilso valid for LobI, the director of the State Bank of 
Hratislava. He compares the market to a sports match, 
"where athletes test their abilities against each other 
iind thus objective criteria ore created". (Ost-West 
I arum, Frankfurt/Main, July 3, 1968). Correcting pro- 
duction in conformity with impulses from the market 
would mean purposely organising a rear-guard posi- 
tion in the scientific-technological revolution. In 
feolity, the main directions for development in science 
iind technology and for structural changes in the 
.'conomy require prognoses of all phases of the 
leproduction process, not least of all the market. 



Managerial School and Its Program 

■>ik used every chance to implement his concept. Der 
\p'iegel (No. 34/1968) reported: "A new generation 
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Of Czechoslovak factory managers are already beinfl 

T/llf ." ''"" """^^°' ^^^'^= ^^ Sik's team. I! 
he ittle baroque palace of Kolodeje near Pragut 

top leaders of heavy mdustry, in groups of twenty at 

a time, are taking short courses in sales and organLfl. 

tion according to capitalist standards " 
Since Sik is devoted to the convergence theory 

and has repeatedly stated that there is no reol 
difference between socialism and capitalism (Win 
schaftsd^enst 1966/111). his school of management and 

ts program is in no way surprising. LobI has charcc. 
tenzed this economic concept as a symbiosis of th» 
American method, with its managerial rule, and th, 
Yugoslav method (in a radio interview, July 3, 1968. 
m FrankfurtMain) Even K. C. Thalheim. a consistent 
opponent of the thesis of a rapprochement of the two 
T!m 7.f u" ''"°^" anti-communist, stated: "|| 
w at M, S,< has presented here is carried out. thoi! 
t IS truly a transformotion of the system, and I wouM 

systems. (K. C. Thalheim: Problems zenUaler Wirt 
schaftsplanung. Oldenbourg Verlag, Munich 1967. 
p. 73) For Thalheim. only capitalism has a future; 
any other system must necessarily adapt itself to it 

Soc.ahsm without central state planning and 
leadership, but instead with autonomy for its enter- 
prises, an investment partnership with monopolie, 
With competitive struggle, price increases and un^ 
employment-.these are all things we foil to com, 
prehend. If the enterprises are autonomous, the inter, 
ests of each enterprise becomes independent, which 
would mean price increases and economic dispropor- 
ions This interests of society become completel 
secondary. This opens the floodgates to inflation, i 
harmonious development of the economy can by n 
means be guaranteed when socialist enterprises fiqh, 
amongst themselves for the most advantageous pro! 
due ,on and sales positions. The socialist enterpMset 
wou d then compete with one another in the capl. 
tahst market, acting as rivals for credit grants fro 
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'• monopolies, which would be the ones to profit 
ist from this process. 

In such a competitive struggle, a differentiation of 
inlerprises would develop. Weaker enterprises, ins- 
id of being helped to employ the experience of the 
■■1: enterprises in order to benefit the whole 
■ >nomy and work efficiently and profitably, would 
■II by the wayside. Bankruptcy would then become a 
pectable method of redeploying workers; the ques- 
iii remains unclear just who would organize and 
lance the resulting change of enterprise for the 
•irker, the alteration of his seniority or job status, 
I', moving from one home to another, his preparation 
■I a new trade and countless other difficulties for 
" Vi^orker and his family-to say nothing of the 
■ iman problems involved, 

I he development of the productive forces, especially 
science and technology, would be limited by the 
■-; of the enterprise. But unless enterprises orient 
• mselves in accordance with the main trends in 
lonce and technology, in keeping with a structural 
■iicept of the economy, their economic potential 
innot reach its optimum level, and a huge waste of 
tlh resources and labour power is the result. 



itegration with the Monopolies 



stribution of labour power to the different branches 

■I the economy would take place by means of an 

'•mentary scuffle amongst the enterprises. The in- 

iration with capitalist monopolies would open the 

my to all the concomitants of competition, anarchy 

lid the instabiltiy of capitalism. The workers would 

'lice this competitive struggle without power or pro- 

ii>v:tion. Unemployment and work abroad in capitalist 

,tountries, substantial price increases instead of a 

insistent struggle to lower costs and increase labour 

ifiioductivity are by no means socialist achievements 
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and certainly have nothing at all in common wlif 
socialist democracy. 

According to our view of socialism, on the othif- 
hand, socialist planning and management mu^i 
guarantee the security of all working people as ll" 
most fundamental socialist obligation, and the need 
of the working people must be ever better satl$fi«*i 
egoistic group interests should not be encourogM 
but rather socialist relationships of comradely mutUy* 
aid and assistance. The working people must wifi 
together with the government, looking far ahead inl' 
the future, in order to achieve the most effective s< 
lutrons possible. Thus, what Sik refers to as l|.> 
"fetters of planbureaucracy"^that is, the allotting (.f 
main proportions, the directions for development arn' 
economic conditions (such as the legal norms fh 
business relations between enterprises, and lony 
term norms for economic activrty)^ln other words/- 
minimum of basic quantities-these add up in eiht 
to the basic advantage of socialism, as a prerequislh 
for self-responsible economic activity by the entti 
prises and for the social security of the workers, whon> 
factories are not left helplessly in the vortex of capi 
talist competition. 



Conditions for a healthy Development 

In order to be able to choose the most effectl*^. 
variant of the scientific-technological revolution q(). 
the change of structure and to employ science, t«d) 
nology and foreign trade relationships efficiently- 
is necessary to make economic decisions which |. 
well beyond the sphere of any one enterprise, mA 
which therefore make necessary central governmentN 
planning and management as the economic found*. I 
tion of workers' and farmers' power. In this m^ I 
many economic effects (the structural, proportionally 
and organisational effects) can be achieved on \h \ 
basis of the whole economic system. Under the condi ^ 
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■ ^ns of the scientific-technological revolution, central 

vernment planning and management of the eco- 

'iTiy are the elementary foundation for the effec- 

^eness of the whole reproduction process and for 

'iprovlng the living standards of the working people. 

Sik's concept would lead to a liquidation of oH 

ii:ialist advantages and the withdrawal of Czecho- 

I'wakia from the socialist camp. As the Sucfdeufsche 

l^utung of August 22, 1968 complains, ail hopes for 

I'liieving this concept hove now sunk to the zero 

'.el. 

(From Berliner Zeitung, Berlin, September 11, 1968) 
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Ernst Fischer 

at the End of an Illusion 



by Dr Hajo Herbell 



Ernst Fischer, member of the Central Committee of U- 
Communist Party of Austria has again presented hh 
self on West German tefevision. We say again becatr 
by now it has been a whole number of times. Each llih 
the content corresponded to the objectives of this In 
stitutfon. So our readers may remember that clretnl 
in July 1966 we engaged in a polemic against ono - 
his appearances. At that time Fischer had helped li- 
Bonn partners of the discussion to slander the Coit< 
munist Party of Germany and its popular front polh , 
our Socialist Unity Party and the G,D.R. At the end - 
March this year he encouraged the counter-revolutloi' 
ary forces in Czechoslovakia on West German tehvi 
sion. He argued in favour of "pluralism" in social 
society. He lectured on the allegedly necessary "or 
position to the Establishment", meaning the exIstliK 
power of the workers and farmers under the leadershii 
of the Communist Party. 

In his most recent appearance Fischer surpassed, !• 
fact, ali his past statements. That was obviously < 
connection with the time: It occured offer the aid nr 
tion of the Soviet Union and the other socialist stcit* 
on August 21. When Fischer saw that his hopes of id 
spring were not being fulfilled he appeared before ll^r 
West German television and took the opportunity i« 
give went to his rage and present his entire revisioiil ' 
attitude hostile to the international workers' mov»' 
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•nt. In the "Panorama" broadcast of September 9, 
f cooperated in the formulation orsubsequentrevela- 
|Dn of the program of the counter-revolution. 



division 

llio first point on the program is the division of the 
Jilernationol communist movement, Fischer says he 
)nsiders it "the duty of all communist parties in the 
ifest to call a European conference in order unanim- 
ously to condemn the act of force of the Soviet Unionp 
ho Soviet leaders". 

Thus, to Fischer it is not a question of condemning 
II? acts of force of imperialism, the counter-revolution- 
ly onslaughts against socialism. He rather wants to 
nndemn just those actions of the socialist states which 
'Inced an iron barrier in front of imperialist acts of 
lice in Europe, Fischer does not want the coordina- 
■ ifi of our forces in the struggle against imperialism 
i.pired to by all honest socialists* He wants a separat- 
\ western conference against the brother parties in 
Hi(} socialist countries. He says quite bluntly that there 
uist be "an independent, autonomous movement", 
'dkative as he is, Fischer elucidated these thoughts 
hll further a day after the "Panorama" telecast in a 
v/ost Berlin radio station: "I am for a new left wing." 
Ihus instead of unanimity, division. Not a strengthen- 
nq but a weakening of the movement. 

Who still doubts that Fischer is here directly con- 
lijcting the business of the classe enemy? Moreover, 
!ii? presumes to speak in the name of all European 
iimmunist parties. !t may be doubted that he has been 
harged to engage in divisionist activity by the West 
jerman communists, the French Communist Party, the 
linnish party leadership or the communists of Greece. 
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Antf-Sovietism 

The second point on his program which arises will' 
fatal [ogic out of the first is the venemous thrust agalfii> 
the Soviet Union, It, which is first slandered with th^ 
words "acts of force", is furthermore^so absurd is hi* 
project^to be isolated. Fischer says ^ "I consider it (. 
be a moral and political command to break off relci 
tions with the present leadership of the Soviet party 
Fine morality! It should not be necessary to state hm*^ 
that the attitude to the Soviet Union is and remain' 
for every real communist the test of morality, of hi 
thinking and oction. Still, Fischer is considered to b#i- 
learned man-does he not know that even bourgeoi* 
democrats considered the attitude to the Soviet \Jnkh 
as a criterion of reason and humanist spirit? That wti 
true of Romain Rolland and Theodore Dreiser, of Helh 
rich and Thomas Monn, of Kathe Kollwitz and AlbW 
Einstein. 

Nothing of their attitude is expressed by the "com 
munist" Ernst Fischer, Like the potentate of an operetta 
state who has gone wild he screams: "Break off reki 
tions r' Not meaning the relations with the Franci 
clique, with Salazar, Johnson or even the West G$\ 
man television bosses, but with the party and counlh 
of Lenin, with the country which made the most heroii 
performances and sacrifices for the internatiomti 
working-class movement, for alt peoples of the world 
Fischer wants to have nothing to do anymore with th^' 
first victorious communist party on earth. Instead h^. 
conceitedly permits himself to be announced as u 
"theoretician of communism" before the cameras hi 
the dyed-in-the-wool anti-communists in West Gm 
many . . . 



Counter-Revolution 



Point three of the program. Fischer, to whom it was noi 
given to be o member of a victorious party in powi* 
nevertheless possesses an imposing experience as It 

114 




I 



nw socialism can be constructed most purposefully, 
\\a\ is, incomparably better than in the socialist coun- 

les. He announces as dogma the "right of various 
mrties to compete with each other" and to create 
loal alternatives". Now this thesis of various parties 
loes not signifiy anything special to us. In the G.D.R. 
v hove, in fact, various parties and their friendly 
')operation is a great strength of our socialist develop- 
ment. But Fischer couples the demand for various 
Miirties with that of an "alternative". And here one may 
III- allowed a question: an alternative to what? To 
Dcialism, of course. And what is the alternative to 
:)cialism called? It is called capitalism-history has 
ibundantly proved that there is no such thing as the 
iMUch-cited "third way". 

No, what Fisdier wants is really the "pluralism" 
mentioned at the beginning, that is, the re-establish- 
rfient of the historically obsolete social democratic or 
plain bourgeois parties. What Fischer wants is a bour- 
ijoois-social democratic state. Thus Fischer has obe- 
diently followed the tracks of Strauss, Barzel and 
lirandt, the "eastern experts" Mehnert and the John- 
,un adviser Brzezinski, In trusting community with them 
li.j represents the program of historical retrogression, 
ihe counter movement to socialism, and that is called 

imply: counter-revolution. 



Causes and Judgments 

fl one reduces it to a common denominator, the deep 
^lespoir at the defeat imposed on the revisionists and 
'.plitters of the international workers' movement speaks 
.>ut of Fischer's unconcealed anti-socialist program. 
';omething else olso possibly played a role: In 1945 
I ischer was in fact a communist minister in the Austrian 
ijovernment. At that time he was not able to develop 
im alliance with social democratic workers on a Marx- 
fst-Leninist basis. He was not capable of using the 
power and safeguarding it by a clever policy of anti- 
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)f Chess with Imperialism 



Ernst^Peter Adler 



fascist democratic alliance. Is It this recollection whidt Df.wieSnnicI' f^ram^ 

instils Fischer with abhorrence of power as sudi? Tlv. teVISIOniST IJOme 

permits him to say such senseless things as: Now "th» 

mask of power has covered the face of soctalism"^u»> 

Q$ if socialism were not the power of the workini! 

people? 

Is it the recollection of 1945 which leads Fischer th 
conclude: That mustn't be, and anyone who provti) 
the contrary should finally stop? He should pleai* 
crawl back into the womb of the bourgeois state toot*- 
like Ernst Fischer who during his appearance in o 
West German TV series at the same time representtrl 
the interests of the capitalist Austrian governmem 
which is closely linked with Bonn. 

One must admit, a fine "communist"! A "theori 
ticlan" of high rank! To be sure, that has long b@fh 
known, and not only here. Springer's Welt for exompk 
which so likes to prattle with his theories, disparagingly 
called Fischer in Its literary supplement, someone wlh' 
goes "through the battlefields of the world civil mu 
without orientatJOn"-a discreet circumlocution for o 
renegade who uses socialist phrases and mokes anti 
socialist policy. The bourgeois IMunzinger Archiv rn 
marked in the last paragraph of its Fischer biography 
"He creates a certain embarrassment for his party' 
That is less discreet and in principle corresponds 1« 
our view of things. We are, In fact, convinced that th.. 
Austrian working class, that the consistent Marxist 
Leninists in Austria will come to grips with Fischer and 
smash his anti-Soviet, anti-labour platform. 

For fairness' sake !et us give Ernst Fischer a finol 
quote: In the "Panorama" telecast he said : "For me an 
illusion has come to on end." We believe it. ShouM 
Fischer in a fit of realism have meant the illusion thnl 



iie kotzenjammer on the Rhine is only too under- 
landoble. The plans to break the Czechoslovak Social- 
,1 Republic (CSSR) out of the world socialist system 
nd thus to bring about the change in the status quo 
..nceived by Strauss and sought by Bonn were ship- 
ledced in August 1968. Kiesinger's statement that the 
suit of the Czechoslovak-Soviet consultations in Mos- 
nw from 23rd to 26th August was "not welcome" to 
m spoke volumes. 

As so often in history the German imperialists in- 

irrectiy assessed the international relationship of 

■ices. This time, however, similarly to August 1961, 

iioy were repulsed before they could set Europe on 

,10. The forces of international socialism are today 

H)werful enough to prevent a potential aggression in 

line and to safeguard peace in Europe. 

The concept of imperioiist forces of transforming 

/echoslovakia step-by-step into a bourgeois state 

I. 'pendent upon NATO envisaged a concerted proce- 

liire on various levels. Here, two directions of thrust 

re clearly evident: first, the attack on the leading 



he could still be regarded as a communist and be» ,p|e of the working class, its party and the socialist 
respected as such by us? ,^^^^ power, which was carried out on all levels of 

(From Neues Deutscbiand, Berlin, September 13, 1966) .,cial life by open counter-revolutionary elements and 

,V revisionist forces within the CPCZ playing into their 



1 



iinds, and secondly, the gradual foreign policy re- 
oiientation of the CSSR which was to lead from a 
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nationalist distortion of tine principles and method! I'l' 
foreign policy to a detachment from the socialist coiv 
munity of states, thereby creating favourable condi 
tions for the development of a creeping counjn 
revolution. 



At the Beginning: 

Class Standpoint Given Up 

Also in the planned reorientation of Czechoslovak U» 
eign policy the efforts of imperialist forces from will. 
out joined the revisionist forces from within. In thi. 
connection it is instructive to investigate some activild 
of the Institute of International Politics and Economji 
in Prague, all the more so, as it is close to the Mintiti, 
of Foreign Affairs. 

For quite a long time already, at least since 19fi'' 
the revision of basic ideas of the Marxist-Leninl 
science of international relations was part of \\v 
activities pursued by leading members of the staff < 
the institute. This is borne out by the fact that variot- 
foreign policy analyses lacked any class position. Tl»f 
starting point was not the dispute between imperiallin 
and socialism and the reflection of this main contin 
diction of the present period in the various sphoh. 
of international relations. In addition there was «•■ 
erroneous assessment of West German imperially 
the aggressiveness of which was minimized as well n 
of the role of the right-wing social democratic leadm 
in the system of state-monopoly capitalism. 

This was shown very clearly at a scientific meetlid- 
held in Warsaw in December 1966, Dr. Antonin Snni 
darek, the director of the institute, there characteriifiiii 
the entry of social democratic ministers into the Kit- 
singer government as the turning of the Feddf 
Republic to a policy taking account of realities tin 
serving relaxation of tension. That should be appm 
priately promoted. What is more, representatives of tli^ 
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r.titute presented the thesis that one must consider 
■tprnational relations and also the relationship be- 
v.^en the Federal Republic and the socialist states as 
kind of game of chess, as a fair sportsmanlike com- 
.•lition in which it is simply a question of the victory 
I the more clever, both sides, however, being mter- 
.iPd in the maintenance of peace and the general 
-ifare. As in chess, various variants had to be tested 
„t whereby the enemies of socialism must be treated 
Ml' as class opponents but as class-indifferent part- 
is in the game. 

I3ehind this naive-sounding thesis there was hidden 
..on at that time an anti-Marxist conception which m 
-nlity was directed against the joint efforts of the 
„ iaiist states for European security. At this t""e °'- 
ndy publications were coming into existence m whicli 
Im; negation of the class position in the assessment of 
Hlernational relations was coming into prominence, 
1,.^ main contradiction of our time was to a large 
dent neglected, in place of which the authors put 
n.tionalist tendencies and purely geographical factors 
, the foreground. _ 

Ihus, Vaclav Kotyk, head of a department in the 
..rititute, in a monograph completed in July 1966, "The 
.;„rld Socialist System", emphasized the national 
MMrticularities of the individual socialist countries, 
.presenting the appearance of antagonisms and con- 
„„dictions as inevitable, in fact even useful. The model 
i Yugoslavia was set forth as giving an example m 
„is connection. Whereas Kotyk minimized the con- 
,.rted action of imperialist forces and counter-revoiu- 
.„nary elements in Hungary in 1956, he made slander- 
,„s accusations against the foreign policy of the Soviet 
■Imon. With such expressions as "conservative and 
progressive" he in fact anticipated the categories of 
ngument used by anti-socialist forces in Czechoslo- 

ukia in 1968. „ ■-* , i 

Another member of the institute staff. Dr. Jaroslov 
■,.>divY. in February 1967 made himself the advocate 
,i the convergence theory in the weekly periodical of 
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the Writers' UnioHi Uterarni Noviny, Thus he spoken' 
a "process of unification in Europe", which must fb ' 
go through "a phase of step-by-step economic ot 
operation". Hand in hand with this there must b* 
"greater political tolerance". Necessary "modificatior^' 
in the two social systems will continue in part in tl*- 
sense of a convergence". 

What he meant with these modifications becarn«' 
clear when he named the not more closely deflne'i 
"changes in the political superstructure" for the social 
ist countries and in the capitalist countries favour«'i 
an orientation on "the newly forming West Europewi 
left", among which he especially included the lead«f 
ship of the social democratic parties, for it could onH 
be they which in his words "already now exert a certak 
pressure on West European policy". 

The conclusion then was: "In any case development 
in Europe will trend towards European security throuc|i 
European cooperation and not the other way around 

In this essay, too, the basic questions of Europeon 
security, the necessity of a determined struggle agairiii 
the revanchist and expansionist ambitions of Bonn 
from which the main danger to peace in Europe emt* 
notes, and the class assessment of the situation l(t 
Europe were avoided. This work and the ideas Snejdo 
reic expounded in Warsaw thus represented an orienta 
tion on a "third road" in foreign policy. In its conii 
quence his analysis was tantomount to introductiriPj 
the separation of Czechoslovakia from the socialhf 
community of states and paving the way for a national 
istic foreign policy between the fronts. The time hiv\ 
not yet come for the representatives of this forelgii 
policy reorientation to present the problem moi^ 
openly. But all the more did this occur in internal talk, 
in which cooperation with the ideologists of late capl 
talism was prepared. 



Irtking up Contacts with Late Capitalism 

inong the visitors to the Prague Institute who were 
ihle freely to develop their conceptions and offers we 
lid, from West Germany in 1966-67. the social 
i.MTiocratic politician Helmut Schmidt and also Muller^ 
H.^rrmann and Martin of the CDU. They were given the 
Vportunity not only to propagate their anti-communist 
leses but also to fling mud on the policy of other 
.jcialist states, including the GDR. 
Already in 1964 and 1965 the American political 
-pert Zbigniew Brzezinski was in the institute. He is 
ne of the authors of the theory of "bridgebuilding" 
,iLhin the framework of the global strategy of US 
iiperialism directed at softening up the world socialist 
r-,tem. On another visit to the Prague Institute in June 
'oS he declared that he had been given not a few 
igaestions by Czechoslovak scientists for his further 
vurk, which were then reflected in his theses. In the 
inguage of this gentleman it was condescendingly 
juiid: "In our opinion, today, twenty years after the 
■nd of the wor, political cultures are again coming to 
ho surface that have once been here .,, What is 
i.ippening in Czechoslovakia seems to us to be a very 
leative adaptation, the adaptation of socialism to 
he traditional values and democratic way of acting 
vhich was likewise a tradition in Czechoslovakia. We 
lorefore observe what is happening here with sym- 
nithy." Brzezinski was at the same time permitted in 
lague to express his undisguised antipathy to devel- 
.pments in other socialist countries, in fact, even to 
lander them or to revile them as "social fascists". ^ 
Contacts for the purpose of cooperation with im^ 
r'rialist ideologists were also token up outside 
/echoslovakia. In March 1967 Snejdarek appeared 
nrfore invited guests of the "German Foreign Policy 
.ociety" in Bonn. (Members of the presidium of this 
' uciety are, among others, Kiesinger, Borzel, Hallstein, 
■peideL Abs and Birrenbadn. Working hand in glove 
.. vice presidents are Fritz Berg and Helmut Sdimidt.) 
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At that time he also had talks with Klaus Schutz, thin 
state secretary in the Foreign Office and other Bon*- 
politicians. 

In October 1967 followed the formation of a Czedi*< 
Slovak society for economic and cultural relations wtH' 
the Federal Republic, Its chairmon was Antonin Sni| 
darek. Thereby the organizational prerequisites wit*^ 
created for an intensified collaboration with reprr* 
sentatives of the "new eastern policy". 

The first major event organized by this society wo^ 
the Czechoslovak Week in Frankfort-on-Main in April 
' 1968. The representatives of Czechoslovakia did nf»« 

f^ use this event to expose the basic revanchist attituti' 

of the Federal RepubliCi but indulged in consideratiot*' 
of new possibilites for Czechoslovak— West Gerrr>cii« 
cooperation. The most important things, however, toot 
/^ place behind the scenes- Within the framework oi iUh 

Czechoslovak Week, Snejdarek conducted new tatt 
with Barzeli Helmut Schmidt and the ministerial tli 
rector in the Foreign Office, Rute. Here Snejdarek wti* 
regarded in Bonn as a "semi-official personality 
and by some journalists praised as the desirable futui^ 
ambassador of a reformed Czechoslovakia, 

West German newspapers like the big bourgeoh 
dailies Die Welt and Der Tagesspiegei were able li 
report these talks that it was a question of intensifylrin 
official West German-Czechoslovak relations. In thoi^- 
talks Snejdarek requested his partners at first to ex§i 
cise reservation outwardly in order not to make difficuh 
the foreign policy reorientation of CzechoslovaklH 
which was bound to the agreements of the Warso^ 
Treaty states. West German government circles had n 
reported that Bonn would "be further reserved in ord^i 
not to give Moscow and East Berlin any excuse. Gfti 
man diplomacy, too, will take up a wait-and-see atJl 
tude and itself undertake no initiative tov/ards Praguw 

Snejdarek and his Bonn interlocutors were obvlouil^ 
agreed that one should not go too far ahead with lli^- 
taking up of diplomatic relations. And why? Snejdarfi"! 
had often emphasized that Prague-Bonn relatiOH" 



outd be good even without the existence of embas- 
MIS. And ideologists of West German imperialism in 
ny case had the opportunity to operate in Czecho- 
lovakia without hindrance. Snejdarek's appearance 
Kid that of others in West Germany-at assemblies 
ind on radio and television-was likewise much to the 
iste of the enemies of socialism. They did not use 
uese forums to expose West German revanchism, but 
i.^veloped a point of view as to how the socialist 
lundations of the CSSR could be further undermined 
,iid how the foreign policy conditions for this could be 
leatedp 

In an interview granted to the DeutscWandfunk 
„oadcasting station on March 28, 1968 Snejdarek 
poke of the necessity of "intensifying efforts to bring 
►bout bilateral connections with other states, inde- 
Kjndentiy of their social systems. But of course, we 
tn begin with that only when we have mastered the 
utire political development at home." 
I That was clear enough. However, the correspondent 
,f the station wanted it to be expressed even more 
.lalnly: "Sporadically there have been demands for an 
.:tive neutrality of the CSSR. How do you see the 
|,:'nuinely realistic possibilities for your country to play 

I European role again?" 

Snejdarek willingly explained the planned tactic, 

II is impossible for Czechoslovakia now all at once 
.icl) to be neutral." But later "there may really be a 
iriutral zone in Europe ... To be sure, Czechoslovakia 
ould not begin its new foreign policy by taking up 
hplomatic relations with the Federal Republic, but one 
hould consider this as a result of a gradual process. 

In this connection Snejdarek in fact bracketed the 
lijgressive NATO and the Warsaw defence alliance 
ind emphasized that In his opinion-which in fact was 
Korrowed from the imperialist softening-up ideolog- 
,ts-""the blocs stand in the way of the further develop- 
ment of European cooperation". 

The demand for the neutralization of Czechoslovakia 
. tised at a later time, in August, by counter-revolution^ 
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ory forces in Prague was thus hinted at as a perspei 
tive by Snejdarek already in spring. In June 1968Snft| 
darek had consultations in Bonn on the developmun' 
of West German-Czechoslovak economic relation' 
They were to be continued in Prague, 

But at the some time the ideological and propyl 
gandistics activity of leading members of the staff c* 
the "Institute of International Politics and Economioi 
in Prague for carrying out a reorientation of Czed^n 
Slovak foreign policy was constantly growing. What I*- 
1966-67 was in its early beginnings and presented h' 
as camouflaged a way as possible was now furth*»i 
developed step by step. Thus Dr Karel Tauber, head t^' 
o department in the institute, called the non-existent** 
of diplomatic relations between the CSSR and \\\* 
Federal Republic "an anachronism" which must al< 
solutely be overcome. He characterized the revandiU' 
basic attitude of Bonn directed against Europeoi* 
security, the most concentrated expression of whidi i 
the sole representation pretension, as an ailegedli 
internal affair of the Federal Republic in which he dM 
not want to intervene. , 



Reorientation of 

Czechoslovak Foreign Policy 

Dr Alexander Ort, deputy director of the institute, won' 
still further in an article published in the newspap^i 
Svobodne Slovo on May 14, 1968, in whidi he expressit"' 
the desire that Czechoslovakia would take up dipln 
matic relations with the Federal Republic before iIm 
end of sommer 1968. 

The reorientation of Czechoslovak foreign policy v^tt 
to bear an unequivocal anti-Soviet accent. Thus thn< 
same Alexander Ort favoured several times the revivn* 
of the inglorious "Little Entente", in which Czechoisid 
vakia, Yugoslavia and Rumania had joined after (li^ 
First World War under the patronage of the west«ih 
powers, in order to strengthen the anti-Soviet courie 
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I the authors of Versailles in South-east Europe. That 
,,is the contribution in foreign policy to the return to 
1,^ traditions of T.G. Masaryk as demanded by anti- 
..ciolist forces (Brzezinski paraphrased this m his 
.cture with the revival of old "political cultures I). 

Such on alliance to whidi Austria could also belong 
,.d in which Alexander Ort would especially like to 
uclude Hungary would have to be the expression of 
nn independent Central European policy . It would 
,. clearly directed against the Warsaw Treaty 
Specially against the G.D.R. the People s Republic of 
o!and and the U.S.S.R., for the unequivocal rejection 
,1 Bonn's revanchist policy obviously did not please 
)rt He formulated this as follows: "This perspective 
,he new edition of the Little Entente) clearly offers 
>self at a moment in which the complicated German 
luestion is not developing favourably and in which to 
; certain extent the possibility of cooperation m 
entral Europe is blocked." 

The anti-Soviet occent also determined diverse 
latements and essays in which in the same breath 
he policy of the "two superpowers" was spoken ot, 
.gainst which the "little and medium-sized states 
vould have to oppose their independent policy, 
^ntonin Snejdarek emphasized at a scien^fic con- 
sultation of the international Institute of Peace m 
'J\enno in March 1968 the coming into existerice of a 
feeling of European solidarity" that was the best 
Inundation for European security. Among the bearers 
.f this "feeling of solidarity" he also included the 
..ocial democratic ministers of the Bonn government 
„nd even the main forces of the CDU/CSU, who m his 
.,pinion were Increasingly tending to adopt a centrist 
nosition". In contradiction to the latters numerous 
declarations he cinimed that Brandt and Kiesinger are 
not opponents of the existing frontiers. 

Thus was the way paved for the revision of the 
loreign policy agreed upon by the socialist states 
Snejdarek declared that the main requirement of 
l.uropean security was not the joint struggle of the 
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socialist states and all democratic forces of West»ri 
Europe against the policy of aggression emanatlnii 
from the U.S.A. and the Federal Republic but a o< 
operation regardless of class conflicts. 

In confidential talks with ideologists of West G«i 
man imperialism Snejdarek then declared in Mot 
1968 in the notorious "Kremlin round" on West G«i 
man television that cooperation with the imperJaHii 
states was a main concern of Czechoslovak foreifi' 
policy. It would have to correspond especially win 
the "geographical position" of Czechoslovakia otiii 
seek the construction of a system "of cooperation ol 
all European states which exist in Europe today". Thl^ 
would also require "a refashioning of the foreign 
policy towards the socialist states". A 

The "game of chess" with imperialism had becoifi'r 
cooperation ! 

European Security Jeopardized 

The opportunist yielding to the aggressive forces, oit 
history teaches, has always harmed peace and 
European security and paved the way for the agrei 
sors. This is especially true of the present in which th*» 
ruling circles of West German imperialism find them 
selves obliged to camouflage their aggressive in 
tentions in order thus to support the activity of the 
anti-socialist forces in the best possible way. 

At the same time that the counter-revolutionary 
forces were organizing the decisive attack on ths 
socialist state power in the Czechoslovak Sociollit 
Republic, Snejdarek several times came out in favoui 
of changing the forms and methods of Czechosloval 
foreign policy. And on August 20 Snejdarek defined 
-according to the Ceteka news agency— the lash 
of his institute to be "to conduct independent and 
free scientific research and if necessary (sic!) to ex. 
press views which in some coses do not agree wilti 
official foreign policy". The goal of this researdi, 
"independent" as we have seen of Marxism-Leninism 
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,„d "freely" relying on tendencies of bourgeois na- 
,onalism was, however, "to aid Czechoslovak foreign 

The departure from a class standpoint in the asess- 
,ent of international relations, the over-emphasis on 
,utional peculiarities and purely geographical fac- 
„is the yielding to the aggressive forces of im- 
„erialism coupled with their inclination to accept the 
,[fers of the ideologists of "bridge-building and a 

■fined "new eastern policy"-all this was already a 
.hole program for a new orientation of foreign policy 
vhich would have led to the step-by-step withdrawal 
horn the socialist community of states and thereby 

,ave been in crass contradiction to the natural in- 
.i-rests of a socialist Czedioslovakia. This program 
'must have facilitated the efforts of those imperialist 

„rces which wanted to break Czechoslovakia out of 
,he world socialist system and thus alter the status 

iuo, whereby European security would have been 

leopardized. i i j u 

This dangerous development has been halted by 
ihe socialist states. The representatives of Czedio- 
.lovokia jointly made the basic declaration with the 
.epresentatives of the U.S.S.R. at the consultations 
■ onducted in Moscow from August 23 to 26, 1963: 
"Now as before the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia 
will give a determined rebuff to the militarist, re- 
.anchist and neo-nazi forces which want to revise the 
results of the Second World War and break the in- 
violability of the existing frontier in Europe. The 
determination strictly to fulfil the obligations assumed 
,n all multilateral and bilateral treaties between the 
socialist states, to strengthen the defensive power o 
ihe socialist community and raise the effectiveness of 
the Warsaw defence treaty were confirmed a new_ 

The more strictly the foreign policy of the C.b.b.K. 

will be oriented on the fulfilment of this obligation 

Ihe heavier will be the defeat of the imperialist forces^ 

(From Neues Deutschland. Berlin, September 15 

and 17, 1968) 
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What Was Blessing Doing 
in Prague? 



by Dr Helmut Burg 



learned how to manipulate money as a political in- 
strument. , . r ifra-a 

Blessing was an apt pupil. He proved it after 1933- 
ns a member of the fascist Reich Bank board of direc- 
tors and as general representative of the Ministry of 
Economics. 




In the middle of July this year Herr Karl Blessing^f 

Frankfurt-on-Main travelled to Prague for a few da« 

Hardly returned, and he was irritated. "Herr Blessino 

was irritated at the fact", reported the British Guardfoft 

that the news of his visit had leaked out and becomn 

known to the press, ond his spokesman today sought 

to point out that the visit was of a private nature " 

And one asks: Since when has Herr Blessing shunn.tl 

pubhcrty? The answer was to be found that very day In 

the Handelsblatt. on organ of influential circles of th« 

>A/est German monopoly bourgeoisie; "What politician 

often find to be well-nigh insuperable obstacles ... I. 

not seldom much more easily realized by men "ol 

money." 



A Man of Money 

And such a "man of money" is precisely Herr Blessing, 
president of the West German Federal Bank, an e« 
ponent of monopoly and finance capital. 

Karl Blessing can look bad on a career of almoil 
50 years. He earned his spurs as an assistant lo 
Hjalmar Schacht, the financier of nazi armament. In 
this quality he took part in various large internationol 
conferences. He became acquainted with the trick* 
of imperialist power politics to a T, but he especially 
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Goring's Accomplice 



The methods of imperialist expansion, in practice and 
theory, became his speciality. Thus he took part in the 
"reincorporation of Austria" and in the following 
plundering of the country; in talks with Goring, one of 
which was on 11 March 1938, the appropriate measures 
were fixed. Later Blessing was manager of the Con- 
tinental-Ol-AG, competent for the exploitation of the 
oil deposits in the East. His activity was so successful 
that he became a member of the "Circle of Friends of 
the ReichsfiJhrer SS" and "war economy 'eader. To- 
gether with SS brigade commanders Hayler and Ohlen- 
dorf. Blessing was also active in the "Working Circle 
for Foreign Economic Questions". 

In a lecture held to mark the "Day of German Law 
(sic!) Blessing declared with cynical frankness in those 
years: "In the final analysis it is the whole problem of 
the unequol distribution of the wealth of this eortii 
that is being debated and that has stepped into the 
foreground of the world stage just in the last few years. 
On the one side we see countries poor in raw mate- 
rials, like Germany and Italy . . .. on the other the areas 
rich in raw materials, which are neither ready to accept 
the commodities of the poorer countries for row mate- 
rials in sufficient extent, nor to give up suitable raw 
material areas or colonies to them." 



Thousands of Millions for the Aggressor 



who is 



"■"fuMi 



In view of such connections and services 
astonished that Blessing was immediately able to 
exercise key functions in the Federal Republic? As the 
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imperialists were gathering their forces he placed hli 
experience, in his position as chairman of the Germati 
group of the Unilever trust, at the service of the 
Americans who helped German imperialism back into 
the saddle. 

By 1957-58 the power of the monopolies was being 
restored, the time of expansion, armament, the struggle 
for the regaining of the oid positions of power began, 
The credit system, the banks, played a decisive role In 
this. The monopolies needed a strong, strictly managed 
state central bank. It was to continue the traditions of 
the Reich Bank under Schacht and Funk with new, mor« 
elegant methods. Who was more suitable to be pre- 
sident of this Federal Bank than the accomplice o( 
Schacht, Funk end Goring? 

Under the management of Karl Blessing the Federal 
Bank in the past ten years has become a main instru- 
ment of imperialist expansion. He employed the ex. 
perience he had gained during his cooperation with 
the Americans to make the Federal Bonk the best 
currency policy support of the U.S.A. Without this help 
the dollar would long since have gone the due way of 
devaluation. By this means the West German state 
particularly supports the U.S. aggression ogainst the 
Vietnam people. 

But at the same time the Federal Bank used the 
relative stability of the West German mark, in com- 
parison with the currency of other imperialist states, 
to exert economic pressure on other countries in order 
to consolidate and if possible expand the position of 
West German imperialism. 



:ib 



The Society of Bankrupts 

This is shown especially in the smouldering crisis of 
the imperialist currency system. Blessing, Schiller and 
others assume the position of middlemen in the com- 
petitive struggle of other imperialist powers, for ex- 
ample, between France and the United States of 
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^merica. They seek to get out of their own economic 
lifficutties at the expense of others and to increase 
ilieir economic and political influence. 

Nevertheless, the imperialists can today no longer 
'inht among themselves to the end if they do not want 
iq" bring about the rapid collapse of their system. So- 
cialism forces them to prop each other's late capitahst 
,ule. They must, so to say, exercise imperialist sol- 
idarity"-or better, join the society of bankrupts. 

In recent years West Germany has assumed obliga- 
lions for support actions for other currencies amount- 
■ ng to more than 16 thousand million marks. "The limits 
of the 'immobilization of German currency reserves 
have now been reached", noted the Neue Zurcher 
/eitungon28 July. . 

It is clear that such financial obligations also involve 
political ties. This is shown by the support for the 
.eactionary course in Bonn by other imperialist states, 
[his is expressed in the impudent use of "development 
aid" for former colonial areas as a means of coercion, 
ftnd it becomes visible in the activity of West German 
hanks within the framework of the so-called new 
.>astern policy. The Federal Bank plays a guiding role 

in this. , 

Herr Blessing was almost ready to retire when the 
emergency coalition was formed in Bonn. In con- 
(ormity with the "design" of Strauss, Kiesinger and 
iirandt spoke of the "new Eastern policy". Its content: 
". . .to break through the inflexible system of spheres 
of power and interest and create contacts", as the 
Hande/sblaft announced a few days ago, In accordance 
with the capitalist motto "money rules the world'^ they 
expected credit to be a means for achieving 'com- 
mercial integration", and a "loosening up" of the 
political scene or a "brightening up" of relations as 
Kiesinger now called it. In this si^tuation Herr Blessing 
vwas indispensable. His "Eastern experience" from the 
nozi period was important just as much as his virtousity 
in the use of currency and credit as an instrument of 
imperialist expansion. So his period in office was pro- 
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longed so that he could help to govern certain spheroi 
of the world by means of money. 



The Mark "Loosens Up" Conditions 

The Neue Zurcher Zeltung was recently surprised : "Alio 
in theossessment of the tendencies of the new German 
eastern policy which has become public fn various way^ 
the informed observer is surprised at the amount of 
goodwill which Bonn shows Czechoslovakia at thi 
moment../' The Hande/sb/att was clearer when H 
pointed out the dependence of the Bonn granting ol 
credit on the "loosening up of the political ar^d 
economic scene" in the socialist states. 

The "loosening up", which West German financial 
magnates renumerate with favourable credit thui 
seems to be the cause for the "goodwill" of the arma 
ment billionoires and the status quo changers. Is thcil 
not something to think about? 

Developments in Czechoslovakia since January 
caused the expectations of the West German im 
perialists to soar. The Volkswirt exultingly wrote in July 
that influential persons in Czechoslovakia were seek* 
ing financial support in the West. They could not 
bridge over the economic difficulties without credit. 

So, Herr Blessing set out for Prague. 



fj 
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rational Monetary Fund. Czechoslovakia would then 
■u the first 'real' Eastern bloc country in the IMF . . . 
ind that in turn could be an eicample for other coun- 
lies in this sphere." 
Indeed-wishfui thinking on the part of the im- 
.erlalists. A socialist state me^mber of the IMF, the 
ontral institution of the fatally ill imperialist monetary 
/stem which stumbles from on^ crisis to another One 
m picture for himself what kind of socialism would 
:<lst in such a "real Eastern bloc country". As to the 
iranting of a standby credit, that is certainly a "com- 
iion form" of "mutual help" of the imperialist states in 
conomic and currency crisis. After all, the joint 
iruggle against socialism, the concern for the main- 
tenance of the rotten capitalist system forces them to 
land together in a chummy way. But that such a dyed- 
ii-the-wool anti-communi'st a^ Blessing offers a so- 
iaiist state credit to strengthen it in agreement with 
'iesinger and Strauss^that i^ nothing but political 
iirgery I No one can believe thqt, or at the most readers 
.[ the mass-circulation Bfldzoftung and the listeners 
[ the American-sponsored RIAS broadcasting station 

M West Berlin. 
There is but one conclusion; Herr Blessing and his 
hiefs expected real guarantees that such a credit 
vQuid be beneficial to imperialism, would serve the 
.irengthening of its positions. 



4 
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Credits for Counter-Revolution 

Czechoslovak working people had nothing good to ex« 
pect from an arch enemy of the working class and 
socialism like him. The Handelsbhtt divulged that "thi» 
weather hod not been the subject of discussion" in 
Prague. "The question of a standby credit in western 
currency, as a quite common form of cooperation be- 
tween various banks of issue, was discussed with 
Blessing." Furthermore, the discussion included sup- 
port of "Czech efforts to become a member of the Inter* 
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^Ipe for a Pension 

he tactical line for the further advance was given a 
'.'W days after Blessing's return in an editorial in the 
hndelsbhit The newspaper warned against "having 
iur economic strength be effective in foreign policy in 
r.ud tones; mostly more con b© obtained with discreet, 
lut all the more tenacious and determined advances". 
On 21 August 1968 all further "discreet" attempts to 
.ersuade Czechoslovakia by means of credit to leave 
lie socialist family of nations, and to return to the past 
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were thwarted. Along with the "new Eastern policy" thi i jiQ ■ ^ ■ n 

concept of expansion by means of credit and currenfy^ wpring" I ■ ip 



also ran aground. Herr Blessing can now retire oi» 
pension— 'he, 1 
wrecked policy 



pension-^'he, too stands helplessly in front of hli'^©*^ "^ *"© RetfOSpeCtlVe 

recked policy. 

(From Neues Deutschlond , Berlin, 18 September 19WII /Dr Wolfgang Kiessling 
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ring the events in the Czechoslovak Socialist Repub- 

the mass media there proved to be the Trojan horse 

Bonn's modern crusaders not least of all because 

'7 imparted a picture of West German imperialism 

lich-if at all-differed only in nuances from the 

age which the federal German government wishes 

produce abroad. An integrated part of ideoiogicol 

,'ersion, which was to stir up counter-revolutionary 

velopments in the heart of Europe was the effort to 

irnouflage the policy of aggression and revenge 

isued by Bonni to glorify it and finally to deny its 

istence. The press, radio and television in Czechoslo- 

l(ia were increasingly silent about the dangers to the 

lole of Europe and thereby their own country emanal- 

•\ from West German imperialism. Instead, as is 

own, ever more was said about strengthening rela- 

41S between Prague and Bonn. This aimed at slowly 

il: surely withdrawing Czechoslovakia from the so- 

ilist community. All these efforts were made under 

lious camouflages. Thus, an "offensive of democratic 

:ialism" or of "a big leap forward" were written and 

)ken about. An editorial In the German-language 

igue Volkszeitung declared in June of this year: "We 

ill consolidate our relations with the West European 

■^ernments and big parties. Not to subject ourselves 

their conditions but to exert more influence on 
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them!" But who exerted an influence on whom «"'''g-"''- ^"^^^^/Jl^"^^^^^^^^^ 

quite a different story. 'age ^^^^e nature o j> ^ress-thus, in his sense. 

Let us remain, in order to make that dear, with t .,or unlimited ^^^.^'J'^'" J^.c^" J i.ing. full stomochs 
cited Prague Volkszeltung. Let us cast a glance at th-' be cause the ^'Sh s^^"°° j^^e thinking of people", 
role ployed in the post few months by its former edit<. ,ad first-class .^ ^^h'-^gj^"^' ^f^^ .^at of himself. And 
in-chief. Vojmir Simonek. As we hove olreody inform„..B.t quite certamly he d'^ "° ^^^^^ 
our readers Simonek is said to hove gone to West C, ,o he decided to ask spec.oUsts. 
many to work in future for the Hamburg Stem, the ZmI| 

and the Wegner Publishing House. Seen in the ligl^i ^^ Pr=:,,r1;r><^" 

of this "career" Simonek's past activity takes on ■Observed Without rrejUQlce 
special colouring. , , ^, ■ i.u ,;.;teH the buildinq of the Bavarian radio 

Let us be a bit concrete. Let us have a close looi |n Mun.ch he visited the b u I d ng ^^^^ ^ ^^_ 

for example, at a "spring trip" which took editor-h ..here he was ^^--j^;^^*^^;^ ' 1" -.eastern policy". 
diief Simonek into Bonn's realm. What he saw an dalist -""^^^-to the spec^^^^^^^^ 

how he saw it he described in a reportage m ^^^v;'"" Simonek frankly confesses t ^ "professional 

sequences which was printed in June and July of thi- M._ wou d Jf-^^ l^^J^^^ be observed "without pre- 



year in the weekly paper edited by him. 

Poisonous Weeds 

Let us follow Simonek on some of the stations of l< 



M would years uy^ ■---- "'■ *'.,:fU^i,v nr^- 

■. . " Klow he was to be observed without pre 
SS: An'/lnJ you. the -eo stern expert" proved to 
le very agile intellectually. According to S-moneks 
L; of fascism, therefore, he was immune to the 

Let us follow Simonek on some of the stations of ... "'" -ad all^'^na^^ ^^ %^^J.] r,td 

"spring trip". It was intention, so he wrote, to see wi.l informed as possible about thj sock. 
hisUn eyes, the "poisonous weeds in a flourishi., Herr M. In truth -^^^J^t" "We kno^ 
country", as he chose to paraphrase neo-nazism a.i ,vise from such °/P!^'° ''^^thing very important is 
revanchism. His political conception is revealed alrm.^ ,he "estern expert . *!^°i ^^"^f^^^./No doubt the 
in this botanical picture. Neo-nazism and revandil.. at stake in Pj°9"® ■;■ ^ ,. ' ^^^„ the answer. But 
are for him not an integral part of the political sysl... g.est from Prague 7;>^J;°;"^3;'„";^^ over to a 

of the Federal Republic but marginal phenomena whl.i he -"^"'"fl^'^". '"' !^^^^^^ team of the Bavarian 
exist independently of the Bonn government -v meeting of the eritireeditojia.^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ „^^^^^^ 

chanlsm. 

Simonek's trip began for him under the nv 
favourable conditions. For his departure beyond tl 
frontiers a window-washing team cleaned "the winiL 
panes from the outside-so that we can see the tli' 
fere nee between here and there". He Had no flu."' 
program in Nuremberg. On seeing the neon-lit strcn . 
and shop windows he felt called upon to reflect ui- 
the real purpose" of his trip and to ask himself wi- 
the weeds of neo-nazism are beginning to sprout h' ' 



"Thnt rests in your hands. A tree nre ui u ^v 
Mkes The wind out of the soils of this ideological 
oct ine" Counter-revolutionary logic is so s,mp^ 
Dismantle socialism and we shall stop the battle 

°Tn"l9j7"simonek took part as on observer in the 
■■Sudeten German Congress". At that time he was able 
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to report that the one-time budeten Oermans did nni 
want to return. Now, on his "spring trip" his "attention 
was drawn to something new/' An old acquointanci' 
helped him in this, ''a former editor of the Brunh 
Morgenpost who was put on trial after the war in Brn*», 
although he would "sooner have helped than harmed" 
the Czechs. This Erwin, who in Munich "wore the unl 
form of the protection force of a big firm" was recenltf 
in Brno on a visit. At the town hall he had asked if h<» 
could return as a pensioner. Naturally, he would hav 
his pension in West marks transmitted. 
And how did Simonek react to this frankness? W^^ 
|M con only repeatwhat he told his readers: "But Erwin . * ., 

^Jl, Munich is also a beautiful city/' The friend's answoi 

*^T^ tolerated no objection: "1 am a German, but my homn 

town remains Brunn. Especially now it attracts me,,. 
I'm going back and that's all there is to it!" 



cr^^^i T-^^ 



Harmless Cacti 

When editor-in-chief Simonek-about his choice ol 
partners for discussion one need no longer v/ondei 
inquired from an official of the Lancfsmannscfiu/f 
(revanchist association of fellow-countrymen-ed.) II 
that were an individual case, he was answered: "Bu 
fore I retire I would move to Bohemia/' And a student 
added : "Even young people who were born here would 
accept a position in Czechoslovakia/' In order to havii 
a better effect on the readers Simonek still playod 
naive: "Aren't you doing well here?" he asked. The 
answer, which could have been taken from an old 
colonial book, speaks for itself: "Maybe we are like a 
cactus— if one puts it in lush black earth it withers, Iti 
element is sand/' ,, 

Vojmir Simonek had gone on a trip to look foi 
"poisonous weeds". But hitherto he had found only 
harmless "cacti" which were speculating on new soil 

Now he turned his steps towards Baden-Wurttem- 
berg where he asked a single question to the editorint 
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.,hown that they are um ^^^^ 

'0 the injury of Czechoslovakia. 



hJo Chance? 

M,er ,h. mono "pope, does no. blu.h" '^^^'^^^^^^^ 

''°-^^^w:rol;:drA:^o«onr.rpZ°wou,d 

;°''"'„V *onca in West Germon, tor ",oung peopl. 
IZZTZ. throughout the wortd thon eo ,e 
„eneroUons, Not on v to Hal -■) ^ -ce.^b^^^ ^^^_^^^ 

?traX.e;n.s, he constantly hos to do with the 
:r:rXr^oun\r,esJeorn=^relgnlo„^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

irr.redCvrniSot,j:n?o>reP.oguevo,.. 

nr unc,U.o, o.ep.nce ond dU^n,,no^^^^^^ 

;nti-sociali5t tirades discloses tp 

:nethod which Simonek announced as a ^^^'/^^'^^^^^^^ 

■^?;L:'e:;r:S-,.one.s.athod deserves. p^^^^ 

r:urnti;:Ti:p,eS;:onTpU'o:on.p.s. 
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sions and experiences. It is imparted to the reader in n amouflage of his anti-socialist inclinations and 
dose whidi at the beginning is light and whld\ sctions. 



gradually becomes stronger. The reportage correi 
ponds to the requirements which Fronz Josef Straus* 
set forth for effective ideological subversion: "Ou\ 
ideas are to be slipped into the public life of the com 
munist states with every means of propaganda in (i 
psychologically clever way . , . People in the communUl 
states thus become conscious or unconscious bearem 
of western ideas." 



And Simonek's "spring trip" is but one example of 
he varied ways and paths by which the counter-revolu- 
,on was able to slip its ideas into th^ CS.S.R, and 
iisseminote them. 

(From Neues Deutschland, Berlin, September 26, 1968) 



Underhanded Curiosity 



41 



During his 14-day trip through West Germany Simonftk 
was strengthened in his intentions "in talks with 96 
journalists and politicians". And he had the certainty 
that "the young CDU deputy, Herr Dr Juhnke, too» 
wished our socialism success. Especially outof curiosity, 
because that is something new and man should movt» 
with progress." 

Back in Prague, Simonek stormed against the coun* 
tries of the socialist community in on editorial, espe 
cfally against the G.D.R., which characterized as creep 
ing counter-revolution what he and his peers wern 
presenting as progress and socialism, "We do not 
think", tie declared, "that our neighbour should givo 
advice across the fence, as to how the other is to cul- 
tivate his gorden. Everyone should best know that iot 
himself." 

That was said by the same editor-in-chief who allowed 
the Bonn neighbour to give him advice by the sackful. 
And he was, as the words of his editorial prove, already 
a victim of this advice. Would he otherwise have been 
capable of comparing the relations between socialisi 
states which are borne by the spirit of proletarian inter* 
nationalism with the relations between small gor- 
deners? His "botanically" trimmed thinking whidi was 
to be made clear here only on the strength of a repor- 
tage written by him, proves to be but a barely veiled 
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Program out of the Background itdlectuol leader of the "liberalization-, the sHent 

efamation and destruction of socialism from within- 






On the AttJtude of Professor Goidstucker 

by Dr Anneliese Grosse 
and Dr Reinhard Weisbach 



Professor Eduard Goidstucker, until recently profess*" 
of German literary history and pro-rector of theChtn 
les University in Prague, has now gone to London, k 
the past few months he developed a wide range d 
activities, both journalistically and organizationolly, 
activities which were one of the prerequisites for n 
gradual softening up of socialism and the conscioii- 
and coldly calculated counter-revolution in Czechoslo 
vakia. 

He says of himself that he has been a communtu 
for 35 years. He worked for the Czechoslovak exilr* 
government in London as a scientific assistant after h- 
had gone into exile from Hitler's "protectorate" ai"i 
from 1948 to 1951 he became a diplomat for the sociif 
list Czechoslovak Republic. In 1952 he was sentencrt.l 
to several years in jail. In 1956, after serving the stri 
tence, he began lecturing at the university. He mad« 
a name for himself at the beginning of the sixtlti- 
with a comprehensive Czech edition of the works n( 
Goethe. 

These few facts suffice to show v^ho the apostle?* » ' 
the global strategy hoped to find when they took ni. 
interest in Goidstucker; a man of "international ropu 
tation", of "philosophical exactitude", a credible "oM 
communist" and likewise a "victim of the personnli', 
cult". What they wanted above all, was to find - 
personality who was suited and prepared to act as If" 
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', other words, a man prepared to serve counter- 
revolution. 



"actics at the Kafka Conference 

joldstucker began to show his talents for this task at 
ie Kafka conference in Liblice in May 1963. His 
lehaviour and method of argument at the time ob- 
ously became the mode! for his future tactics which 
seemed useful and clever to him to hold on to. At 
le conference he took the rostrum three times: once 
) express his friendly greetings, once for a sober, 
dentific lecture which contained just a few, but very 
.all-directed pointers and then to sum up. This last 
peech was anything but limited to scientific argu- 
iientation and went on the offensive in political ques- 
ons. 

At the time, it seemed advisable to Goidstucker to 
itroduce politics into the Kafka conference with an 
jRti-socialist conception on two points: 
- The phenomena of alienation also exists under 
sciolist conditions, in fact it is even possible "that in 
ome stages, the people feel a much stronger aliena- 
on than under capitalism". 

^ Kafka should definitely be recommended to 
;oung people, for his aesthetic effect was not destruc- 
A^e, particularly under socialist conditions, but edu- 
ates one to struggle against making a fetish of one's 
• uTOundings. 

Goidstucker and other Czechoslovak representatives 
^mpletely overlooked at this conference that their 
iiguments were nothing but the uncritical acceptance 
.f stereotyped thinking which, 15 years previously, had 
:een created by the Imperialist Ideology of the cold 
iar in the struggle against the U.S.S.R. and the de^ 
-ioping world socialist system. !n a real flood of poli- 
cal and ideologicol publications the course of the 
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leing avoided the question of the Munich Agreement, 
people's democratic revolutions and the deveSopintj Everything was directed at the coexistence of a soft- 
world socialist system was attacked-most aggressive' ,p,ed-up "reformed" socialism without the dictator- 
were James and Burnham-under the slogans ol ^jp of the proletariat, without the leading role of the 
"democracy", "freedom", "stereotyping", "iron cui ^^fty of the working class, with a ''peacefully" dressed 
tain", etc. ip and "contact interested" West German imperia- 

What Goldstucker and his kind believed (or at leaM isrn. 
appeared to believe) was that these theories were th« Under such conditions, it only needed a pointed 
result solely of the central continental position of inger, once against the Soviet Union another time 
Prague. igainst the G.D.R. to give rise to a wave of natio- 

Aport from such nationalistic sources, which greatly laljsm. And so that the young intellectuais should not 
helped to create the revisionist and counter-revolu ^q\ tj-ie narrowness of such a position, it was Svitak 
tionary ideas in Czechoslovakia, the use of Marxi'J ^j^q g^ve them certain cosmopolitan perspectives: 
terminology-even if inexact-played a big role. AthlMl You live in Europe: You do not live in America, but 
element which belongs to the revisionist method ol ,q(j q|so do not live in the Soviet Union." 
argumentation and which was first used at the Kafkti j^ js obvious that such developments delighted the 
conference, particularly by Goldstucker, was that ol various specialists of the American global strategy, be 
intellectual moralizing, an ethical lacquer with whldi |t x\^q occidental Europe ideology (of course without 
each theory was painted and made as attractive Q% .i^g U.S.S.R.)r as the Strauss concept of "Europe up to 



possible. 



he Urals (of course with a special status for Prague) 
)r quite generally as "building a bridge between the 
eastern and western hemispheres" (what the "new 
eastern policy" of the Kiesinger-Strauss-Brandt gov- 
ernment mostly corresponds to). 

Within this process Goldstucker could confine him- 
self to giving specific impulses. And the direction was 
he "third way": "Why should the third model not be 
oossible? Why should something be inconceivable 



Nationalism and the "Third Model" 

Goldstucker's nationalism showed itself in certain 
milieu theories, mostly oriented on Prague, whld> 
exaggerate the beauties and advantages of the CtP 

choslovok landscape. _^_., _..., „ 

And this attitude in turn became possible onlyaftni ^nly because it was not thought of previously?" (Gold 
it had been declared that Prague was to act as m vtucker in Die Zeit, 3 May 1968) 
bridge between East and West and should become w\ 
intellectual centre of a "Marxist renaissance". In far.l, 
it must become the "capital" of Marxism in Central Pseudo-Morxism 
Europe. These pretty words were intended to open tlin 
gate wide for ideological coexistence 



Even if the ideologists in Czechoslovakia, including 
Goldstucker, opposed naked revenge-seeking in tli»- 
form of the Landsmannschaften and their demand' 
they opened the Czechoslovak capital for the official 
West German government ideology which took crii« 
not to offend Goldstucker & Co., and for the tin*.' 
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3oldstucker never tired of calling himself a Marxist or 
:ommunist in his appearances. Adroit in form even 
though at the beginning (1963-64) still somewhat 
infamiliar with the matter he took over certain results 
.{ bourgeois and revisionist discussions on Marx and 
operated primarily with the term "alienation" I 
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However, Goldstucker applied this term, which wofto be recognized whether it would be one of those ele- 
always understood by Marx as the designation foments which moke this earth habitable for man in a 
socio-political and moral consequences from thf i^i*© ^i^w way; the social revolution was without per- 
relations of production with an exploitation charactoi, pective and must be understood as a sum of evolu- 
in a sense which no longer hod anything to do wllh ions which would have to be made positivisticaliy from 
the concrete social and economic relations of man he standpoint of a reformer-that is, as the case my 
but was attributed to man in any case, independently le; the revolution had no other aim to achieve than 
of the social conditions under which he exists. intversal democracy and universal liberty; the socia- 

In detail he argues as follows: ist state, in the final analysis, had the same task (and 

- Man is exposed to the tragedy of having to fat- n fact even more so) as the bourgeois state and (at 
nature alone-quite fn contrast to other living \m best) had available the same possibilities of solu- 
beings. ion. 

-The more unnatural the life of man becomes Willi But Goldstucker in no place consistently draws 
the development of technical civilization the mof*» ;hese conclusions. Nor are they ever directly and corn- 
important for him is the maintenance of the Illusion ;)actly presented. He rather uses the most varied 
of still being a child of nature. This illusion is creatp<l )Ccasions to set forth his views, andi in fact, always 
for him by art and literature, and that is the original ]reatly reduced and isolated. In this he mostly makes 
function of beauty. ise of codification, that is, he formulates his theses 

-The more technical civilization isolates the individucil )ut of any literary, aesthetic or philosophical connec- 
the more does he need the assurance of being ablf ions, the details of which are frequently correct and 
to take part in the destiny of others. The only meofu. ndisputable. 
of his integration in the community of the entlir' 
human race is, again, art 

If the theoretical level of such a message is already ^bst^act Moralizing 
highly poverty-stricken, the abrupt eclecticism of It 

stands out as does the relapse into the most insipM '\ third source of revisionist and counter-revolutionary 
idealism. It is not the liberation struggle of the worl- 'hinking is abstract moralizing. Anxiety and con- 
ing class led by its party, and the systematic ami .otation, the integrity and authority of the individuum, 
consciously shaped construction of socialism whkli iear and love in a strongly generalized form played a 
overcomes exploitation, alienation and the crippliny Dig role and were summarized as the demand for free- 
effects of the division of labour-as theoretically e* lorn in diverse variations. The starting point was 
plained and proved in practice by Marxism-Leninism ncessant discussion of the "liberty" of artistic crea- 
rather, according to Goldstucker, isolation, humilld ion. The accent here was always so fixed that liberty 
tion and inhumanity cannot be abolished. Art an*l /i/as demanded for creating room for the bourgeois 
literature accordingly are also rot effective accom lesthetic platform. That is, liberty, for the relapse into 
paniments of the human liberation struggle but hav bourgeois artistic activity, but not liberty to discover 
the sole task of spreading a "beautiful lustre" ovtn ,vhat is new in socialism and to help it to a break- 
the continuing misery. hrough. Thus, liberty for bourgeois comforts, for im- 

Also the scientific-technological revolution was to bf» ports from the West, for the return to the decadent 
observed with great distrust, he says and it was nnt ;alon activity. But no liberty for socialist virgin terri- 
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tory, for ventures of o socialist kind, for the heroism 
and risk in [obour and the mode of life of the masses 
Thus, in such a way did the sudden, direct, naked 
and immediate counter-revolution appear in the intel 
lectual sphere in Czechoslovakia, camouflaged and 
passed on, translated into the mediate and indirect 
theses of the cold war propaganda were clothed in 
nationalistic, pseudo-Marxist and abstract moralizin«i 
garb. 

Whereas Goldstucker primarily appeared as a theo 
retician up to January of this year, after the Januaiy 
plenum of the Central Committee of the CommuniM 
Party of Czechoslovakia the lime appeared to him I" 
be suitable for coming out of the background anri 
publicly intervening in political life in Czechoslovakin 
and also working actively on making contacts wHI* 
western publication and propaganda establishments 

And so he used, for example, the microphone of thr 
Bavarian radio to disseminate counter-revolutionary 
ideas: "We are at the beginning of a great, not shorl. 
process and we do not want every thing to be crystal 
lized immediately. We want this process to go to \hp 
limits of its possibilities, we want to keep the end op»n 
as iong as possible. We do not want to fix already 
today the limits to which this process can go." 

As Goldstucker hid behind the old revisionist theiU 
"The movement is everything, the goal nothing" K'^ 
encouraged his followers to undertake the immedial" 
dismantling of socialist achievements in the C.S.S-R, 

{From Neues Deutschiand, Berlin, 27 Septem^i 
1968) 
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Frue and False Unity 



:y Dr Hajo Herbell 



Jnity "as never before" we read, rules in Czechoslo- 
vakia. VV'est German newspapers portray this unity 
,vjth a sympathy which they otherwise bestow only on 
he machinations of the splitters in the socialist move- 

nent, , 

Before we give our opinion on the nature and 
extent of the oft-cited unity in Czechoslovakia, allow 
j5 one remark. "Unity" is a term which has many co- 
ours and is very brood in its scope. At first we see 
:hat there is no unity "in itself". One must know what 
is meant. In our Republic everyone who takes part in 
ihe party school knows the philosophical term of unity 
5f the world in its materiality. He learns that dialec- 
ical contradiction is the unity and struggle of oppo- 
iites. Then there Is the term "unity" in politics. Old 
md young in this country here sing the stirring song 
of the united workers' front Our party is called Socia- 
list Unity Party. It bears this name with pride for its 
foundation put an end to the decades-long split in 
Ihe working-class. We are consolidating the political 
and moral unity of our people in the construction of 
;socialism. We are struggling for the unity of the inter- 
national communist and workers' movement. Ah this 
js unity in a good sense, true unity. 



I 
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On What Basis? 
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Mocial patriotism. Instead of the united front of the 
,'/orkers against imperialism and war there was the 
But even these few examples present to our eyes th^'unlty of the fatherland" in the spirit of Kaiser Wil- 
heart of the matter. One cannot consider the problem elm : For me there are no longer any partieSr but only 
of political unity apart from the struggle of the classe!,.3erman5. That of course was obvious cynical hypo- 
apart from the basic contradiction of our epoch-that;risy. Liebknecht was excluded from that new, false 
between socialism and imperialism. No one canes ind, in fact, disastrous unity. Everyone who dinged to 
cape the question of unity with whom and again?.! ^e old, true, anti-imperialist unity of the Vi/orkers was 
whom. It would be self-deception if one were to thinL'xcluded-they were defamed as "unpatriotic ete- 
that there is a unity which is independent of the intei nents", 

est of classes. "In every really serious and deep-gormi Let us briefly recall that the German working-class 
political question", wrote Lenin, "grouping is on tlvnovement at that time-before IPH-had not yet come 
basis of class and not on the basis of nation." Furthei o realize the experience of their Russian class broth- 
Every unity has its political and ideological foundci ^rs. Before one unites and in order to unite, according 
tions. It arises out of a definite consciousness. There I'o Lenin, one must first resolutely and definitely dif- 
nevertheiess no uniform, homogeneous consciousnei'. erentiate between ead"! other. In other words, only on 
for all classes, for copitalism and socialism. Thus, w* vie basis of firm revolutionary principles can unity be 
are again at the starting point-there is no pollticti! }ffective as a world-changing force. Without principles 
unity in itself. The question is; unity-on what basis? t is a sand drift; the next wind, the next wave will 

As to the German working class it has a lot of ex vash it away, 
perience on just this question. Let us take the old 
Social Democratic Party. It was a powerful force, be 

cause it was united, united on the basis of the theo Jj-j^ep Ond Shearer 
ries of Marx and Engels. But nevertheless, with ini 

perialism came opportunism. It deeply struck roots In ihere is not space enough to pursue this historical 
the party. It was recognized, and also appraised and bread right into present-day conditions in West-Ger- 
condemned. But in the interest "of the unity of th^ nany. One thing should be mentioned, however. 
party" there was no breach with Bernstein, Vollmar, \fter the double catastrophe of false unity it is once 
Schippel, and the like. Thus the true and powerful igain being patched together there by imperialists 
unity could slide off into a false and impotent unity, ^nd right-wing social democratic leaders. This time 
The lesson for the international workers movement ^ot a "people's community", but as "social partner- 
was that true unity can only be defended and conso -.hip". It is the unity of subjection to the monopolies, 
lidated when at the same time the purity of Marxhi ;o unbridled nationalism and revanchism. It is the 
ideology is defended and consolidated in the face ol jnity of the faise or lacking consciousness generated 



opportunist phraseology, 



A Word by Lenin 
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The outcome of these developments was August ^. 
1914, instead of socialist internationalism there wo 
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oy the giant opinion factories. A poll taken by the 
nstltute of Demoscopy in Aliensbach in June this year 
'evealed that about 80 per cent of the citizens of the 
"ederal Republic do not want "to have anything to do 
.vith politics". The great French novelist Romain Rol- 
and castigated phenomena of this kind after the 
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world-shaking events of 1917 with the following bittei 
words: "The millions of people in sheepskins, honesi 
people, intoxicated by a press of friends of the peopi©, 
anxiously gathered around their woolsheorers In (i 
front against those who wanted to liberate them." 
Those who wanted and want to liberate them-they ar«- 
today in West Germany those who ore again shut oul 
of the unity so useful to imperiallsm-the communist?., 
left-wing students, the extra-parliamentary opposition 



prevent the coming into existence of a false unity on 
a nationalist basis. But this necessary development 
did not occur. The anti-socialist forces increasingly 
got the upper hand. They published their political- 
ideologicJal platform, the so-called 2.000 Words. They 
disintegrated the party and the state. In home and 
foreign policy they pressed for a course which was to 
break Ci^echoslovakia out of the socialist community, 
which represents our unity. 






What Happened in Czechoslovakia? 

Of course, the situation in Czechoslovakia is not com 
pletely comparable with all that. Other problems ar^ 
at stake. In our neighbouring country a situation hat! 
arisen in which it was a question of solving compli 
Gated tasks in the development of socialist society an<l 
in which it the same time omissions had to be madi' 
good. Mistakes had to be overcome. We never lefi 
any doubt that we considered that to be necessary 
However, in the so-called process of renewal anti 
socialist forces soon appeared openly. With the mar. 
sive support of the imperialist centres-especially tin 
proponents of the "new eastern policy" in Bonn-th* 
counter-revolutionary forces began to align. The Pten 
ary Session of the Central Committee of the CPC/ 
held in May this year found itself obliged to speok ol 
"increased anti-communist tendencies", of "attadc 
on what the working class and the entire people ha«! 
created in the past years", of open attempts "to intro 
duce into our society the danger of division and con 
flict". 

What would have been necessary? A determined 
offensive, united will and action against the ontj-sc 
cialist forces. To say it again in the words of Lenm: ll 
would have been necessary resolutely and definitively 
to draw the dividing lines, to separate oneself in ordoi 
to defend true unity against the enemies of the caus' 
of the working class or to restore this unity in order l" 



Again Expelled 
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We do not need to go into details here, they are 
generally known and were especially momentous; 
counter-revolutionary forces laid hold of the press, 
radio ar^d television. The new, false unity was mani- 
pulated chiefly with these powerful means of forming 
public opinion-a unity in the evil spirit of nationalism, 
only interlarded with socialist phrases to conceal the 
reactionary essence of this unity and to deceive the 
masses. "Never was there so much unity", we heard. 
But we ^ee that those are again expelled who worked 
for true unity in the spirit of Marxism-Leninism, inter- 
nationalism and friendship with the Soviet Union. On 
the walls of Prague appeared lists with the names of 
staunch communists, with a death's skull above them. 
Illegal broadcasting stations fulminated against the 
"traitor^ to the people". What kind of unity, then? On 
what foundations? Unity with whom? Always a burn- 
ing question in the class struggle: for whose benefit? 
The facts answer for themselves. To be sure they 
also answer the other question which we asked at the 
beginning, the one about the real extent of the unity 
referred to. Those 99 Prague automobile workers, who 
despite unimaginable moral intimidation had the 
courage to declare their sympathy with socialism and 
the Soviet Union openly-they and all like-minded 
person^ in fact form no unity with those who are 
literally coming down upon them. The anti-socialist 
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journalists of various newspapers and radio stations- 
they obviously form no unity with those ccmrades who 
repeatedly criticized the activity of these journalists. 
Those working people in Northern Bohemia who on 
the occasion of the 19th anniversary of the G.D.R. 
demonstrated their firm friendship with the German 
peace state in our Prague embassy-they form no unity 
with the wire-pullers of the counter-revolution who 
want to promote their false unity within the country by 
smearing on the wall the picture of an external threat. 
However, they do not feel the policy of Kieslnger and 
Strauss to be the alleged threat but, of all things, the 
socialist brother countries, among them the G.D.R. 

It will require a great amount of arduous ideo- 
logical work to re-establish and expand the true 
political and moral unity in Czechoslovakia on the 
basis of Marxism-Leninism. For us and for our com- 
rades in Czechoslovakia we draw as a conclusion 
fronfi the past and present that where false unity is at 
its peak the working masses are the farthest away 
from their real interests. 
Our own and international experience teaches: 

- Unity with the counter-revolution logically leads to 
division and catastrophe. Socialism is incompatible 
with the conceptions and practices of people like 
Ivan Svitak, who is now officially in the service of 
the wire-pullers of the creeping counter-revolution 
in Czechoslovakia. In the interest of socialism one 
must break with these people and in a principled 
way and in good time! 

-There is never unity "in itself", or In any place, it is 
always determined by its class content. We say 
"yes" to the unity of the working class with the 
farmers and other working strata against anti- 
socialist and counter-revolutionary forces, because 
such unity serves the interests of socialism and the 
entire nation. But we say 'no' to "national unity" 
against the interests of the working class and its 
allies. 

- Finally: Just as on a national level, the class ques- 



tion is also posed on an international level. Unity 
of the international working class, the consolidation 
of the unity and cohesion of the world communist 
movement on the basis of proletarian internatio- 
nalism promote the union of all revolutionary forces 
and serve the national interests. Nationalism and 
national particularities regarded as the supreme 
principle inevitably lead to division and play into 
the hands of the class enemy, 
fn any case we shall-concerning the judgment of 
false unity-always keep faithful to Karl Liebknecht 
who, fifty years ago in November 1918 wrote in the 
Rote Fahne: "The 'holy unity" delivered the masses of 
the people unconditionally into the clutches of the 
war-mongers... Anyone who warningly and ac- 
cusingly raised his voice against the misleaders of the 
proletariat was decried and persecuted as obstruc- 
tionist, disturber of the peace, traitor to the country 
and the war . . . Unity in the spirit, in the thinking, in 
will and actions, only that is true unity. Unity in 
phrase is a will-o'-the-wisp, self-deception or fraud." 
(From Neues Deutschhnd, Berlin, October 15, 1968) 
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